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Chat Old Devil 


By the late Dr. David H. Fouse 


He is forever breaking out. While good-intentioned people have fought a Straw Devil 
who lives in a fabled fire, they have been toppled over 


He never breaks into anyone: He always breaks out. : : : “pode 
by their own misunderstood, animal instincts. 


Naturally, since what we call the devil is in us. 
Everyone knows that, everyone who has gone to the 
trouble to observe his own experiences. It is something 
slumbering within who shrieks and curses and fights 


low many earnest, religious folk—outstanding leaders 
—have been the unsuspecting victims of this inside 


and kills, when it is aroused. devil! A clergyman shoots his enemy and sees his 
victim’s life-blood flow over his study floor. The 

The Church insists upon a Devil. You must believe in him world is breathlessly waiting to know whether a 
to be a good Christian. widely-known evangelist has not been beaten down 


by suppressed forces which ro ignorantly dammed 


at is quite right. e is: or better, It is. > mistake 
That is quite right. He is: or better, It is. The mistak« back. She preached satan as a fellow who might be 


is that people are taught that it is He. They are 


made to imagine a person who sets traps for them; boohed away, This other oe present inner antag- 
who whispers seductive suggestions into their ears; onist took her unawares. No one should be deceived 
who waits for them around some unsuspected corner. about herself. IEf ee ses to Sin came from an evil 
That kind of a devil-doctrine is dangerous. It makes God, living in a bottomless pit, we might easily es- 
the matter too simple and too easy. cape them. When they are a part of our nature, we 


need to know ourselves. 
The Devil who should be taken into account has no horns, 


no cloven hoofs, no forked tail. , j 
We need a new appraisement of Life. Good may become 


No one has ever seen the traditional creature. That is Evil. The energy that lights my study table will burn 
a poetic representation of an invisible, beastly in- my body to a cinder if I violate its nature. The force 
stinct which is native to everybody. It has fists, claws ; ‘i : 

i “ : ts, re that makes Sadie Thompson a happy-go-lucky profiigate 
and teeth when we lend them. It has the personality ; t 5 
we give to it. It tips about on our toes; it glares makes the Rev. Mr. Davidson a bigoted judge of others, 
through our eyes; it growls from our throats. We and when his repressed life breaks his resistance, he 
are its Person. suffers ignominy and death. 


Praper for a Neighbor 


There is a neighbor, Lord, today 
Who needs Thy helping hand; 

Her path has fallen through a sad 
And dreary valley land. 
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And there are mountains bleak and high 
That loom up just ahead, 

While over all the lonely gloom 

Of Death’s dark wings has spread. 


So touch her heart, dear Lord, I beg 
With just a little ray, 

Of Thy great love, to kindle hope 
And light the darkened way. 


—Grace H. Poffenberger. 


Rev. Mr. Sato, One of Our Japanese Pastors, 
Visiting a Farm Family in his Parish 


PHILADELPHIA, JANUARY 17 


1929 
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2 REFORMED 


CHURCH 


THE ‘‘KINGDOM CAUSES’’ REPRE- 
SENTED BY THE BOARDS OF 
OUR CHURCH 


Roy D. Knouse 


The great causes of the Reformed Church 
are the unfinished monuments which mark 
the steps in her achievements, thereby en- 


titling her to a place among the architects 
in God’s Kingdom, who have been search- 


ing for the City which hath foundations, 
whose Builder and Maker is God. These 
causes are the means by which she has 
done her part in the building of the King- 
dom. 

Her seminaries and colleges are consist- 
ent with the traditions of the Reformed 
Church. She has ever believed that a de- 
vout Christian heart should be directed 
and presided over by a trained and level 
head. She believes in education. 

Beginning with the training of the little 
child, we want our young men and our 
young women to have the best that edu- 
cation can give them. We want our pulpits 
filled with the best brains, thoroughly 
trained. But our educational institutions 
do far more than train the head; their at- 
mosphere is pervaded with a fine spirit, 
which marks them as truly Christian. 

And when we have well trained men for 
our pulpits, then let us relieve them of 
worry about their old age by providing for 
the relief of our aged ministers. It will be 
a happy day for our Reformed Chureh 
when we laymen can say: ‘‘We have en- 
dowed your seminaries and colleges so 
that you shall not be hampered in the great 
work you are doing, and we have made pro- 
vision for the men you are going to train 
for our pulpits, when they are no longer 
able to discharge their duties in their 
official capacity, and now we insist that 
you graduate into our pulpits only your 
best, and that you turn those not suited 
for the ministry into some other avenue of 
service.’?’ The Church has a right to de- 
mand the best in her pulpits; but do not 
overlook the corollary to that,—she also 
by the same right should demand the best 
support from the pew. 

There was a time when the Church mem- 
ber who supported well the loeal Chureh 
with his contribution and attendance upon 
all of her services was a pretty good kind 
of a Church member. He still is, but cer- 
tainly in this day of thinking in world 
terms, the Kingdom demands more of him. 

Last spring Billy Barton, an American 
bred horse, ran in the Grand National 
Steeplechase of England. By a very re- 
markable hook-up of radio and telephone, 
the devotees of this sport of kings sat here 
in their homes and followed this race. As 
the announcer described the obstacles, the 
haze over the field, and the local color, we 
felt almost transported to England, while 
in fact we in America were listening to a 
race at ten o’clock in the morning, which 
actually took place at three o’clock in the 
afternoon. 

A writer in summing up the different fac- 
tors which contributed to the defeat of 
Governor Smith in the recent Presidential 
election mentioned, as one factor, that 
while the speeches of Governor Smith 
brought a hearty response from his immedi- 
ate audience, which was moved by his fine, 
magnetic personality, they failed to im- 
press his great invisible radio audiences, 
while on the other hand, Herbert Hoover 
seemed to have in mind his country-wide 
audience and reached them. 

But you say why mention in a Cons‘stor- 
ial Conference incidents relating to a horse 
race and a Presidential campaign? The 
Chureh is not promoting horse racing, nor 
is it a political machine. 

Certainly its work is far more noble, but 
these incidents serve to show the great 
progress the world is making, and the point 
is that if the Kingdom of God is to be ad- 
vanced by the Church, then it must be by 
the world-wide program laid down by our 
leaders. We cannot longer live unto our- 


selves and turn deaf ears to the great 
causes represented by our different Boards. 

In an editorial in a recent issue of the 
““Messenger,’’ Dr. Luccock, of Yale Divin- 
ity School, in referring to the President’s 
Armistice Day speech, in which he advo- 
cated a larger navy, likens the President 
to the sea captain who refused to let go the 
steering wheel of the vessel, tho he had 
gone stone blind, I cannot agree with the 
doctor. Mr. Coolidge is a practical states- 
man and has demonstrated his ability to 
analyze a situation and to meet the condi- 
tions as they are. True it is that this was 
a sad commentary to make on the anniver- 
sary of the ending of the World War, 
which it was hoped would bring everlasting 
peace. Twenty-four hundred years ago at 
the battle of Thermopylae, the three hun- 
dred Greeks who followed Leonidas and 
were entirely annihilated in defending the 
pass, were told that by their sacrifice they 
would preserve the glory of Greece. But 
the Romans destroyed Greece. Those who 
stood with Charles Martell at the Battle of 
Tours twelve hundred years ago were told 
that their sacrifice would keep Europe a 
Christian continent, where good will would 
rule in men’s hearts. The soldiers at 
Waterloo believed that their sacrifice would 
free the world of tyranny, and then peace 
would reign. 

Wars have always failed to bring that 
peace which mankind has sought, and I for 
one have little faith in legislation in the 
form of treaties, peace tribunals and pacts. 
I do not condemn them—they are man- 
made means of fostering and cultivating 
good will among men. But the seeds of 
Love which develop in men’s hearts and 
make them brothers must come from the 
great Source of Love, and God is Love. 
When the Christian Chureh ean pledge her 
entire membership to the support of world- 
wide evangelization, which is the program 
of our Home and Foreign Mission Boards, 
then, and then only, will peace reign su- 
preme on the earth, 

With half a million Bohemians, one hun- 
dred thousand Japanese, three million Jews 
and twelve million Negroes in America, to 
say nothing of the native Indians and the 
millions of our own people without Church 
affiliations, the field for home missions is 
white unto the harvest. 

Consider India with her three hundred 
million people; China with her four hun- 
dred million; Japan with her sixty million 
and Northern Africa with her one hundred 
twenty million, and you have half the popu- 
lation of the world. These people are be- 
ing taught commerce and finance by the 
business interests of America and the 
world. Every effort is being made to have 
them use our modern inventions. Their 
brightest sons are learning war and politics 
at the feet of the world’s greatest military 
teachers and from her experts in diplom- 
acy. They have embarked on the way to 
prosperity and national greatness. Whether 
or not, when they arrive, they shall be mo- 
tivated by greed and selfishness, menacing 
civilization, or shall arrive at their national 
greatness Christianized, blessing the world 
with their prosperity, depends upon the 
Christian Churches. 

When Chile and Argentina erected on 
the Andes a statue of Christ, and decided 
that in the future all their disputes would 
be settled in the name of Christ, they took 
a great forward step. But unless Christ 
had ruled in the hearts of the statesmen 
who conceived the idea and put into effect 
the plan, the Christ of the Andes would 
have accomplished little. A Christ of the 
Andes today between China and India, for 
instance, would mean little. He must fi:st 
be enthroned in ‘the heart, 

The Reformed Chureh has not been 
building statues, but she has a program for 
enthron'ng Christ in the hearts of men 
thruout the world, and by the adoption of 
this program. we become members of the 
ereat fraternity which seeks to establ’sh 
God’s Kingdom upon the earth. 
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THE BRITISH RELIGIOUS PRESS 


In Britain, as in America, the Religious 
Press for some years past has been having 
a difficult time. During the Great War 
several religious periodicals suspended pub- 
lication, and have not been revived. All 
the weeklies that survived increased their 
price, ld. to 2d. Probably the ‘‘Chureh 
Times,’’ the organ of Anglo-Catholicism, 
has suffered least. Always very ably 
edited, it exere:ses considerable influence, 
Traditionally Broad Church, ‘‘The Guard- 
ian,’’? ‘‘The Church Newspaper,’’ after 
passing successfully through vicissitudes 
and editorial changes, now appears as a 
substantial six-penny weekly. The ‘‘Chureh 
of England Newspaper’’ well maintains 
its pos-tion as a family journal, and takes 
a moderate or ‘‘central’’ position on theo- 
logical and ecclesiastical questions. The 
‘“Record,’’? which recently celebrated its 
centenary, admirably represents the evan- 
gelical portion of the Chureh of England. 
The two leading Free Church organs are 
‘“The Christian World’’ and ‘‘The British 
Weekly.’’ The latter, founded by the late 
Robertson Nicoll, has been remarkably sue- 
cessful in catering both for Seoteh Presby- 
terians and English Non-conformists, From 
its commencement, more than 40 years ago, 
Miss Jane T. Stoddart has been a tower of 
strength to it; her literary and linguistic 
versatility and industry are amazing. The 
‘“Christian World,’’ which was started 70 
years ago by James Clarke and successively 
controlled by his three sons, Greville, Her- 
bert, and Percy, all of whom have passed 
away, has always been pronouncedly Non- 
conformist and liberal, both politically and 
theologically. It has just been acquired 
by the Rev. A. G. Sleep, the young secre- 
tary of the Colonial Missionary Society, 
who initiated and organized the recent very 
successful Congregationalist Pilgrimage to 
the United States and Canada. Mr. Arthur 
Porritt, who latterly has greatly enlivened 
its pages, will continue as editor, assisted 
by his able leutenant, Mr. Ernest Jeffs, 
son of Mr. Harry Jeffs, who was for many 
years on the staff of the paper and is still 
associated with it. Methodism has two 
weeklies, ‘‘The Methodist Recorder’’ and 
‘The Methodist Times,’’ the former very 
denominational, comprehensive, staid, con- 
servative; the latter (founded by the late 
Hugh Price Hughes), liberal, aggressive, 
spirited, The smaller Methodist bodies 
have a weekly to themselves, ‘‘The Metho- 
dist Leader.’’? The ‘‘Baptist Times’’ well 
serves the denomination of which it is the 
semi-official organ. The ‘‘Christian’’ links 
up evangelicals in the Chureh of England 
and the Free Churches. The ‘‘Life of 
Faith’’ is ‘‘A weekly record of spiritual 
life and work.’’ Unitarians have two ex- 
cellent little weeklies, ‘‘The Inquirer’’ and 
““The Christian Life.’?? Some Unitarians 
prefer not to be labelled ‘‘Christians.’’ 
The ‘‘Chr‘stian Herald,’’ which is out-and- 
out Fundamentalist and is read mostly by 
people of limited mental range, has a larger 
circulation than any of the sheets above 
mentioned. Founded by an Anglican 
clergyman, the late Michael. Baxter, it has 
devoted much attention to the fulfilment of 
Biblical prophecy and for many years regu- 
larly published sermons by C. H. Spurgeon 
and T. de Witt Talmage. 


—Albert Dawson. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. H. Kehm, Supt. 


We had thought that after the rush and 
strain of a Christmas season there might 
be a little let-up in the life of the man- 
agement of the Home. But you good par- 
ents know that where there are children 
there is always something to do and at 
Bethany with the large number of children 
there seems to be, ‘‘No rest for the 
weary.’’ Every dav has its problems and 
many little things happen that need eor- 
rection. 


(Continued on page 22) 
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A RECIPE FOR HAPPINESS 


The Christmas season never passes without conjuring 
up a duplex picture of contrast between the receivers of 
much and the receivers of little. The contrast, however, 
is not as pathetic as sentimentality would have us believe. 
The classic expression, so to speak, of the Christmas dif- 
ference between the “have-nots” and the “haves” is the 
portrayal of the rich little poor girl hugging her limp rag 
doll, pictured over against the poor little rich girl languid 
and fretful amid a literal convention of wax and china 
beauties, in silks and satins clad. 

But there is one serious difficulty about such an ex- 
hibit if intended to impress an onlooking world with the 
inequities of life—at Christmas or at other times. The 
observer, nine times out of ten, gives his pity not to the 
happy owner of the rag doll but to the unhappy owner 
of the costly array in satins and silks. This twentieth 
century world, of course, has traveled much too far be- 
yond the last gray fringes of asceticism to be intrigued 
by any notion that poverty is a blessing. But even a world 
which is often near to being dazzled with the glitter of 
the things that poverty may not hope to possess, is still 
wise-hearted enough to appreciate that it is better to be 
happy without possessions than to be unhappy with pos- 
sessions. 

On a choice for the best good, even the man of the 
world, if you can bar him once from choosing mentally 
everything in sight, will agree that it’s better to take “health 
and a day” than to prefer a heap of cash. The thin, 
sick miser, gloating over unspent gold, is a figure of hazy 
tradition today. Modern Croesus pays out his: money 
for joy if he can find what joy is. The world has gained 
some sense that way at least. 

There’s no harm, of course, in looking out for the 
little rag-doll girl. By next Christmas, it’s to be hoped, 
she can have a better doll. But don’t manage it so that 
she shall get a mere dream of better and better dolls 
stretching away into the years ahead, to be longed for and 
worried about until all joy in present cheer is lost in envy 
of a perhaps impossible future. If that happens, the child 
and her grown-up counterpart later will never be able to 
enjoy living; the day present will never offer enough of 
either delight or indulgence to make the here and now a 


satisfaction. 


Man or woman may always dream of more things to 
be had later. But there is one way to live that makes 
every hour a satisfaction, and that is to settle with one’s 
self the ironclad principle that you have this moment in 
which to enjoy everything that the moment brings you. 
And the next moment will be the very same way. Live 
now, Anticipation has its joy, indeed. But the best joy 
in it is anticipating that all along the way you are going 
to be able, by the grace of God, to rejoice in what every 
day brings you. ; 

Paul found a parable for later religious experience in 
the Exodus story of the manna: “He that gathered much 
had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack.” 
The same quotation will serve to illuminate the concep- 
tion which we are here pursuing. If one has sufficiently 
found his own soul to be aware that it needs something 
else far more than it needs possessions, then like the man- 
na-gatherer he will discover that a gain in the belongings 
of life makes living no richer, and deprivation of belong- 
ings cannot impoverish the man that is in him. He is 
the same man still. He is, in a word, independent of ex- 
ternal circumstances and to be envied alike in a state of 
riches or a state of poverty for the distinctive and ele- 
mental fact in his character—that riches cannot make him 
wealthy nor poverty make hint poor. 

This by a long way—as so often we tread devious paths 
of our own to come out on the straight, simple lines of 
Jesus’ thinking—leads to what the Lord said: “A man’s 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which 
he possesseth.” Obviously not, if he possesses enough of 
those values higher than “things” so that he can live on 
them when “things” fail. The little girl with the rag doll 
presumably is satisfied with it because she never had a 
better doll. But if the rag doll teaches her—and don’t 
you think it often does?—that happiness is in herself and 
not in the doll at all, she can go on being happy all her 
life with the cheer and sweetness of her own soul. And 
that was the way that Jesus Himself was happy. 


—NoLan R. BEsT. 
* * * 


SOCIAL SERVICE AND TEMPERANCE 
(An Introductory Editorial) 


For the past several years General Synod’s Commission 
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on, Social. Service. has been able through the generous 


collaboration of our Church Papers to present to the read- 
ers of the latter an annual ‘‘Social Service Number.” Such 
subjects as “Industry,” “Recreation,” “War and Peace,” 


“Prejudice” and “Welfare Work’ have been successively 
treated in contributed articles, usually from the point of 
view of the Church’s and the individual Christian’s atti- 
tude and relation to them. 

The plan of the Commission for this year’s presenta- 
tion is somewhat different. Rather than assemble all the 
material for one number, they are arranging for one con- 
tribution each month, bearing upon the general theme 
chosen, to appear in the MEssENGER, The Christian World 
and Die Kirchengeitung. By the end of the year our 
friends will be able to advise us as to which of the two 
methods they regard as more effective. 

The general topic selected for 1929 is “TEMPER- 
ANCHE AND ALLIED: SUBJECTS ae ihe, prevailing 
interest of the day almost forced this choice. Sick or 
fearful of it as many may be, it just will not down. Wit- 
ness the agonized ahd futile efforts of the regular party 
leaders during the recent campaign to smother and sup- 
press it as an issue. The words “wet” and “dry,” rela- 
tive and misleading as their use may often seem, by the 
very constancy of their recurrence indicate the presence of 
a vital problem and of a genuine difference of opinion. 

On both sides of this embattled subject, on the street, 
in the shop, yes sometimes in the circles of the Church 
itself, there is a vast deal of confusion and deception 
(intended or otherwise). Statistics engage and cancel 
other statistics. Prejudices substitute for principles. When 
intelligent men forward with approval such contentions 
as those of John Erskine that while temperance is Chris- 
tian, Prohibition is Mohammedan and that where you have 
the one you can’t have the other, there is surely need for 
more light on the wider implications of temperance in an 
age of such deeply intricate human relationships. 

This year will mark, we believe, a period of earnest 
and thorough-going inquiry into the whole problem of 
temperance legislation and its enforcement. Our Presi- 
dent-elect has pledged a further and a fair trial to “the 
noble experiment.’ There is some promise of less polemic 
and more research on both sides. At such a time the 
constituency of the Church needs to be awake and alert 
to what is involved in the success or failure of what we 
have come to regard as a bold and definite advance in 
social morality. 

We need not and will not all agree on every point of 
method and detail in this field. There will doubtless be 
differences among those who write as among those who 
read. The prime demand is not for uniformity of thought, 
but for sincerity of purpose and a united and unselfish 
seeking for the greatest good for the greatest number of 
God’s children. 

The members of the Commission no more than the 
editors themselves will accept responsibility for the views 
of our contributors. They will welcome suggestions or 
questions or bits of experience bearing on the subject 
which will make this forum of opinion of more general 
value and will give us all stronger reason for the faith 
that is in us. 

The address of the Social Service Commission is Room 
513, Schaff Building, Philadelphia, Pa. Its membership is 
at present as follows: Prof. G. W. Richards, D. D., 
LL. D., Chairman; Rev. James M. Mullan, Executive 
Secretary; Miss Ruth Gillan, Mr. Edward Haase, Rev. 
C. J. Snyder, Rev. John Sommerlatte and Rev. David 
Dunn. —Davipn Dunn. 


* * * 
“GOD SAVE THE KING!” 


(An illuminating comment by our London 
Correspondent) 

The prolonged illness of King George has evoled a 
striking manifestation of public feeling for the Royal 
House. All classes of the community have shown genuine 
respect and even affection for the reigning family. Con- 
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servatives, Liberals, and Labour folk are unanimous in 
expressions of loyalty to the Throne, and there has not 
been one discordant note; the Communists have at least 
beén silent. As The New Statesman, which itself is the 
exponent of advanced views, remarks, there is not a ves- 
tige of Republican movement in this country. It was not 
so thirty or forty years ago. At about that time debating 
societies frequently abolished the hereditary monarchy by 
resolution, in favor of a Republican form of government. 
Experience, however, seems to show that a limited mon- 
archy suits the British temperament, and in practical work- 
ing does not compare unfavorably with the republican sys- 
tems in other countries, while there is much to be said 
for it from a ceremonial and picturesque point of view. 
The universal feeling is that the members of the English 
Royal Family do their by no means easy job just about 
as well as it could be done. By his devotion to duty, 
kindly nature, lack of ostentation, his good sense, tact and 
discretion, King George V has won the admiration and 
esteem of everybody; and the Prince of Wales by his many 
excellent qualities has endeared himself to us all. More 
than ever before the Throne has come to be the symbol and 
focus of national and imperial unity; and the | whole 
British people with one heart and voice have been pray- 
ing and will continue to pray fervently, God save the 


King! —ALBERT Dawson. 
* * * 


HEADED THE WRONG WAY? 


“Everybody is a-picking on that poor boy out there in 
California, who ran the wrong way with that football. 
If I was an editorial writer, | would ask how many out of 
the 110,000,000 of the rest of us are headed the wrong 
way. How many of us have even had presence of mind 
enough to pick up a fumble? How many grabbed out of 


the scramble what they think is success and don’t know | 


till they reach the goal line whether it’s the right one or 
not?” This comment by the irrepressible Will Rogers 
concerns the unfortunate captain-elect of the University 
of California football team, Roy Riegels, who pounced 
upon a fumble in the historic game with Georgia Tech for 
the national championship, and then ran some 70 yards 
in the wrong direction, a blunder which eventually lost 
the game for his team. Whether he had been hit on the 
head and rendered “groggy,” or merely became confused 
in the excitement of the contest, or in some other way 
lost his sense of direction, has not been clearly established. 
Much sympathy has been expressed for the luckless youth, 
and it is good to know that in the second half of the con- 
test he “came back” and played such a sterling game as to 
win the unqualified praise of experts. 


Mr. Rogers naturally feels that this incident may profit- 
ably be used as a text by preachers. The questions he 
raises are serious enough. In the game of life, all the 
players are really headed in the right direction or in the 
wrong one. Some ushered in this year of grace with 
prayer and praise in the House of God, or at the family 
altar; others greeted the new year with carousing and wan- 
tonness in night clubs and “speakeasies” and other danger- 
ous places. And now, as the days of the year are swiftly 
passing into eternity, how many of us as individuals, or 
even as Christian families or Christian congregations, are 
sure that we are not “headed the wrong way?” 


When anyone who professes to be a follower of Jesus 
Christ finds less joy in the means of grace, is becoming 
careless in his religious duties and unmindful of his spirit- 
ual priviliges, when he no longer has time for the regular 
study of the Word of God, for the prayer closet and the 
sanctuary, when he becomes less sensitive toward doubtful 
practices and even toward acknowledged sin, and more 
disposed to condone the license and even the immorality 
of our time, is he not certainly headed in the wrong di- 
rection? When Church attendance is dwindling, when the 
Church School is “running down,” when there is no longer 
enough interest to maintain congregational prayer ser- 
vices, Adult Bib'e Classes or young people’s organizations, 
when there is little or no Christian literature read in the 
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homes of the people, when there are no longer groups of 
personal workers systematically striving to win souls to 
Christ, is not a congregation moving toward the wrong 
goal, if it can be said to move at all? 

We are without excuse if we do not know what goal 
has been “set before us” by Him who hath loved us and 
given Himself for us. We are bidden to “so run that 
we may obtain.” What price are you paying to reach 
that goal? What daily self-examination are you under- 
going to make certain of progress in the right direction? 
And if you find you have been heading the wrong way, 
have you the honesty and the courage to “about face” and 
fight your way to the right goal, for the crown that is 
incorruptible and that fadeth not away? Now is the time 
to face these questions, before the game is forever lost. 

ee ed 


OVER-CHURCHED 

Is your community over-Churched? This is a question 
that ought to be seriously considered in a good many 
places. We feel that The Inquiry, 129 East 52nd Street, 
New York City, has rendered a real service in the new 
discussion outline of 108 pages, entitled, Are There Too 
Many Churches In Your Town? This is published in 
paper cover at 75c and in cloth at $1.25, and is certainly 
the most suggestive thing along this line that has ever 
been prepared. The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ and a number of other organizations have spon- 
sored this admirable study of a difficult problem. In the 
new movements for Church unity and co-operation, which 
are bound to proceed within the next few years, an in- 
telligent understanding of this situation is absolutely re- 
quired. We commend this little book, therefore, to your 


earnest consideration. 
* * * 


HORTON’S TRANSLATION OF BARTH 


It seems increasingly evident that a favorite question 
among thoughtful and growing preachers for some time 
to come will be: “Have you read Karl Barth?” We are 
immensely indebted to Dr. Douglas Horton for introduc- 
ing to English readers the man now so frequently called 
“the foremost religious thinker on the Continent.’ This 
volume, entitled The Word of God and the Word of 
Man, is one of the books we cannot afford to miss. There 
4s in it a spiritual glow, a radiance and urgency which it 
is indeed difficult for the reader to escape. As Barth 
says, “We need today ministers who take their work seri- 
ously’; and it seems likely that any preacher who is at 
all serious, and at the same time sufficiently intelligent, 
will feel like wanting to read and re-read these addresses 
by Dr. Barth. 

In spite of their manifold paradoxes, which seem at 
times almost as numerous and disconcerting as the writ- 
ings of Mary Baker Eddy, there are to be found here 
the eloquence of a fundamental faith, a passionate inten- 
sity of purpose, and a spiritual insight truly remarkable. 
It is by no means easy reading, but it rewards you for 
mental travail. Chapter four, for example, on “The Need 
and Promise of Christian Preaching,” is a revelation of 
how the preacher may criticise himself and his profes- 
sion, and a warning of the grave peril of the religious 
teacher, which brings the Church to the severest judg- 
ment. Dr. George A. Gordon, of Boston, says that this 
chapter alone is worth the cost of the volume, and that 
Dr. Barth’s sense of Reality is almost overwhelming. 

Dr. Gordon adds: “The quest of Dr. Barth is for Ulti- 
mate Reality. The Bible is to him the revelation of the 
living God in Jesus Christ; and this is the theme of the 
Old Testament by anticipation, and in history, of the 
New Testament. . . He is possessed by the sense of God 
as incarnate in Jesus Christ, as the Creator and the Re- 
deemer of the world, and at the same time he is equally 
possessed by the depravity and helplessness of man. There 
are, for the thinker, two worlds—God’s world and man’s 
world. To God’s world belong the reality, the worth 
and the permanence, and to man’s world there are only 
illusion and transitoriness. Man’s world must die to live, 
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and we must look forward to the future when worth and 
permanence shall come to it as God shall break into it 
according to His sovereign Will. Man’s world is some- 
thing that shall be when its whole present character has 
been canceled and undone. This position is so much 
against our evolutionary modes of thought, so contradic- 
tory of the idea of progressive advance of the Divine in 
our world, that we are apt to resist it, and to think this 
German is lost in the fog of his own rapt enthusiasm.” 
Dr. Gordon concludes that even those who “have no use 
for Dr. Barth’s Calvinism or his Reformed Faith,” will 
agree that God is the foundation and hope of the world, 
and that there is surpassing value in a book which brings 
us such a plea for Ultimate Reality and leaves us search- 
ing for God. As one reviewer has said, “it is the kind 
of a book that disturbs our mental machinery, shatters our 
sense of smugness, and fires us with the passion to see the 
truth in proper and proportionate perspective.” (The 
Word of God and the Word of Man, 327 pp., $2.25, Pil- 


grim Press, Boston.) 
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JUST A REMINDER 


It seems necessary on occasion to refer to the fact that 
every week at the head of the editorial page, the MeEs- 
SENGER bears this notice with reference to articles or com- 
munications of any kind submitted to the editorial office: 
The signature of the writer is required in all cases. We 
sometimes receive really excellent letters, addressed to 
the editor, which are quite worthy of publication, but 
which cannot be used because they are sent anonymously. 
There are many cases in which the writer’s name is not 
necessarily published in connection with a letter or an 
article; but in every case, as a matter of principle, it must 
be given to the editor before any use can be made of the 


communication. 
* * * 


CONCERNING A GOOD WISH 


Another member of the editorial fraternity, whose friend- 
ship we greatly cherish, wrote us this very gracious mess- 
age before the holiday: “We hope there will be at least 
1,000 new subscribers for the MESSENGER in your Christ- 
mas mail bag. Could one editor wish more than that for 
another editor?” Well, it was not difficult to say “Amen” 
to that kindly wish. 

Now that the holiday season is over we may as well 
admit, however, that the number of new subscriptions 
found in our Christmas mail did not total quite so high. 
But instead of issuing a lamentation such as occasionally 
exudes from our Circulation Department, we do want 
to express appreciation of the large number of renewals 
which have come during these busy weeks, as an evidence 
of the continuing interest and goodwill of the members 
of the big MESSENGER family, ‘which through the years 
has “stood by” so loyally. And here are some more con- 
tributions to our Fellowhsip Fund, which will enable us to 
send the MrEssENGER into homes where it is honored and 
loved. We wish we could quote, for example, the letter 
from an 82-year-old friend in Maryland, which warmed 
our hearts with its generous words and gift. Thank God 
for such friends! And did you read what Dr. More said 
in that “Letter from Applegate Lane” in last week’s is- 
sue? The response thus revealed naturally makes us feel 
glad and grateful, and summons us to renewed effort to 
make the MressENGER of 1929 better than in any year that 
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THE PARABLE OF THE SOCIAL RIVALS 
There were in a certain city two Women who were 

Social Rivals. And the name of one was Mrs. McFar- 

land and the name of the other was Mrs. Leighton. And 
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Mr. Leighton owned the Furniture Store and was also a 
Mortician, and Mr. McFarland was a Realtor and an In- 
surance Man. And when Mr. McFarland sold his buggy 
and bought a Ford, Mrs. Leighton saw to it that her hus- 
band bought a Dodge. And when Mrs. McFarland traded 
in the Ford and bought an Mrs. Leighton traded 
in the Dodge and bought a Buick. And then the matter 
had to stop, because Mr. McFarland could not afford a 
Packard nor Mr. Leighton a Cadillac. 

Now Mrs. McFarland was accustomed to say that her 
husband was desirous of buying her a Rolls-Royce but 
that she said, I tell him that what we have is good enough 
for he and I. And Mrs. Leighton took pains very soon 
thereafter to say, Mr. Leighton doth think that a New 
Furnace would make our house more comfortable for him 
and me. 

And each of these ladies every once in a while would 
throw a Party, and invite the other one, in order that 
she might put something over on her. And when Mr. 
Leighton served Loaf Sugar for the Coffee, and Mrs. Mc- 
Farland, who had not observed the Sugar Tongs, removed 
a lump with her Fingers, Mrs. Leighton called the Maid, 
and commanded her to empty and ‘refill the Sugar Bowl. 

And that was the, score for some time. 

But when the Fall program of the Women’s Club 
opened, then did Mrs. McFarland have her revenge. For 
Mrs. Leighton read a Paper in October on the Sculpture 
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of Ancient Athens and Mrs. McFarland was appointed 
to read one in November on The Influence of Ancient 
Egypt in the Development of Early Greek Styles; but 
when she came to read, she said that the paper of the 
Preceding Month had been so Interesting and so Valuable 
and so Original, she had felt the subject would justify 
another hour ; and so she proceeded to read Mrs. Leighton’s 
paper out of the National Geographick Magazine. 

And there could be no Come Back after that. 

And when the other Woman said, That was, indeed, 
revenge, Mrs. McFarland said, I could be content that 
she should ride in a More Expensive Car than I, and 
remind me that I had to leave school before I finished 
Grammar, and to keep her Skirt by successive stages one 
inch shorter than mine, but when she pulled that Sugar 
Bowl stunt on me, I knew it was My Turn. 

So it was the Sugar Bowl out of which came this 
Bitter and Acid Dose; and it had been better if Mrs. 
Leighton had stopped short of that. For it is well for 
one to know how far it is best to push one’s Success in 
Rivalry. For Samson did indeed discover that out of the 
Strong Came Sweetness, but Mrs. Leighton learned to 
her sorrow that out of the Sugar Bowl cometh sometimes 
a Sour and Bitter draught. 

Wherefore in this thing of Social Rivalry there may 
well be a degree of Moderation, and possibly a little 
Gentleness and Kindness of Spirit. 


Our Fathers’ Faith and Ours 


By David S. Schaff, D. D. Published by G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York. Pages 680. Price, $4.50 


The author of this remarkable book re- 
quires no introduction to the readers of 
this journal, Professor David Schley 
Schaff is the son of a father whose name 
and fame have survived the period when 
he and his Mercersburg colleagues wrought 
their spirit and their solid learning deep 
into the fabric of our growing Church. 
Like his distinguished father, Dr. Schaff 
has devoted his life to Church History. 
Until recently he served on the faculty of 
the Western Theological Seminary in Pitts- 
burgh. At present he is Lecturer on Amer- 
ican Church History in Union Theological 
Seminary, New York, It was natural for 
the son to follow in the footsteps of his 
father, but it seemed inevitable, also, that 
he must needs follow him from afar; for 
Philip Schaff was primus inter pares in his 
chosen domain. This monumental volume, 
however, sheds a new lustre on a brilliant 
name. It recalls to memory the inaugural 
address, on The Principles of Protestant- 
ism, that marked the beginning of Philip 
Schaff’s distinguished career in America. 
Both in its inimical spirit and in its sound 
and comprehensive scholarship, Professor 
Schaff’s volume ranks well with the books 
from his father’s fertile pen that were 
the indispensable tools in every theological 
workshop of his time. It fills a niche in 
our libraries that hitherto has stood va- 
cant; and it meets a need that is widely 
felt, and peculiarly urgent in view of the 
attempted rapprovement, if not reunion, 
between Protestantism and Romanism. 
“Comparison between Romanism and Pro- 
testantism.’’ The object of the book is, 
“to state the causes which led to the di- 
vision of Western Christendom in the six- 
teenth century and the distinctive d ffer- 
ences of its two parts, to trace these differ- 
ences back to their historical beginnings, 


and follow them through their develop- 
ment in the Middle Ages and in modern 
times, and to test them in the light of 
Scripture, history, and reason.’? Such an 
object compels a writer to enter into an 
arena where. for centuries, bitter econtro- 
versies hé ave raged, and where blind and 


bigoted part isanship has often clouded the 
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truth and caricatured the facts, A certain 
theological chivalry is required, as well as 
sound and wide learning, in order to 
achieve the avowed aim of this book; a 
fine Christian courtesy, no less than fear- 
less candor, And Dr. Schaff’s book meets 
every test of fair-minded criticism. It is 
historically truthful, and it presents the 
truth without rancor or recrimination. 
The book falls into three main parts. 
The first is historical; the second, doctri- 
nal and sacramental; and the third, social 
and moral. It contains 33 chapters, to- 
gether with a section devoted to Literature 
and Notes, an Appendix, and an Index. It 
is based throughout on an original and ex- 
haustive study of the most authentic 
sources available for Romanism and Pro- 
testantism. In his statement of the 
Roman system of doctrine and ethics, the 
author has given us the utterances of popes 
and the decrees of councils and he has 
drawn upon the writings of a long array of 
Catholie scholars, living and dead, Euro- 
pean and American. Certainly, of this 
volume it may well be said, Roma locuta 
est! Rome has been permitted to speak 
for herself through the mouths of her most 
trusted and honored sons. Similar histori- 
eal accuracy and candor mark Professor 
Schaff’s statement of the Protestant sys- 


‘‘RELIGION IS ESSENTIAL’’ 


Most important of all is the question of 
the child’s religious training and its moral 
guidance. The opportunity must be given 
every child to learn of religious truths and 
to worship God. The form of the religion 
does not concern the authorities; that is a 
matter to be decided by its parents, its 
family and its ecclesiastical advisers; but 
it should be strengthened and confirmed in 
the chosen faith and encouraged to follow 
its precepts, If our experience in the 
Children’s Court has proven one thing, it 
is that religion is essential in the training 
of children and that no lasting good can 
be achieved when their spiritual develop- 
ment is neglected.—Judge Hoyt, of the 
Children’s Court, New York City. 


tem. It is based upon the writings of the 
Reformers and the Protestant confessions, 
from the Augsburg Confession in 1530 to 
the Westminster Confession in 1648, In 
these great manifestos of Protestantism the 
author finds the determinative teachings 
and the social principles of the Reforma- 
ton, though fully recognizing that the very 
genius of Protestantism demands a pro- 
gressive interpretation of the divine reve- 
lation. 

It is not possible within this limited 
space to discuss in detail the varied con- 
tents of these almost seven hundred pages. 
The reviewer has searched in vain for the 
omission of any vital fact or salient faith 
pertinent to the object of the book. Its 
comprehensive scope, its fidelity to fact, 
and its admirable temper should commend 
it to all lovers of truth in both ranks. One 
may safely venture the prediction that it 
will remain a standard work, for reading 
and reference, for many years. 

I desire, however. to recommend the 
volume earnestly and warmly to the read- 
ers of the ‘‘Messenger,’’ lay and clerical. 
There is none like it in English. And it 
richly deserves a place in the libraries of 
our ministers and in the homes of our peo- 
ple. It will not directly aid or promote 
the reunion of Romanism and Protestant- 
ism, for it lays bare the wide cleavage 
that exists between these two branches of 
Christendom, impartially and unmistak- 
ably. But it promotes an honest under- 
standing of these differences and disagree- 
ments so real and vital that the present 
schism seems destined to continue until the 
truth, as it is in Christ, leads Rome into a 
wider liberty. 

Meanwhile, a study of Dr. Schaff’s great 
book will make us more intelligent in our 
loyalty to Protestantism, and more intelli- 
gent, also, in our radical disagreement with 
Romanism, More intelligent and less in- 
tolerant. Merely as a substitute for ‘‘The 
Menace,’’ and for the malice and mischief 
of the Klan, this scholarly presentation of 
‘‘Our Fathers’ Faith and Ours’’ deserves 
the appreciation of every self-respecting 
Protestant. 
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S. 8. ‘Empress of Australia,’’ 
December 14, 1928. 
Algiers 

On arrival at Algiers we came up on deck 
shivering. Disappointing, for one does not 
expect shivers in Africa. My table com- 
panion, Mr. Snyder, who keeps an even 
temper, informs me from time to time of 
the varying temperature. He reported this 
morning: ‘*The mereury is down to 51.’? 
No wonder it is chilly, with hail-stones 
dashing on the deck and the snow-capped 
peaks of the Atlas mountains glistening in 
the distance. Suddenly, Presto! the sun 
bursts through the clouds, and never be- 
fore have I seen Algiers so brilliantly ar- 
rayed in bejewelled splendor. Soon the 
““Kmpress’’ was moored stern on to the 
quay. 

But before we take automobiles for mak- 
ing the round of the score of places of 
chief interest in the city, we need first to 
see its unseen historic perspective. Thus 
only can we see intelligently all that is to 
be seen on our great cruise. 

The history reads like a thrilling ro- 
mance. Prior to 46 B. C. comparatively 
little is known. Then it was conquered by 
the Romans. Nearly 280 years after, it 
was captured by the Vandals. In 600 A. 
D, the Arabs gained possession. For many 
centuries it was the stronghold of the Bar- 
bary pirates, who were the terror of all 
ships in the Mediterranean waters, These 
pirates are credited with having captured 
3.000 ships and 6,000 Christians, who were 
enslaved, killed or released only by heavy 
ransom. Strange that such piracy should 
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Travel Notes 


BY DR. JOHN CALVIN BOWMAN 


have continued for nearly 1,300 years. 
Their power was first successfully checked 
by Commodore Decatur who, in 1815, with 
his U. 8. battleships demanded and secured 
the release of several hundred citizens of 
the American Republic. The following year 
England intervened and enforeed the 
promise that the ‘‘Law of Nations’’ be ob- 
served. In 1830, the flag of France was un- 
furled above the city’s fortress, and since 
then Algiers has been one of the most 
valuable of the French provinces. 

I like the story of the ‘‘fan ine‘dent.’’ 
While the French commander was parley- 
ing with the haughty Dey of Algeria as to 
the terms of capitulation, the Dey angrily 
smote the French officer with his fan. A 
few minutes after, the insult was resented 
by a volley of shells from the battleships 
in the harbor. That was the prelude to the 
unfurling of the Tricolor. which still floats 
above the fortress. The sway of Moham- 
medan rule over Algeria was gone, never to 
be restored. 

Today there are two Algiers—the one is 
French; the other, in striking contrast, is 
known as the ‘‘Arab quarter.’’ The 
Boulevard de la Republique and the con- 
necting streets, with their well dressed 
people, reproduce the cleanliness and at- 
tractiveness of Paris. It may be my fault 
that the modern city has no lure for me. 
I prefer to stroll through the grimy, narrow 
streets of the adjoining ancient city. So 
narrow are the streets that the tops of the 
tall w'ndowless houses almost touch. 

Pathetie, p tiful, is the wretchedness of 
the prematurely old men and women, and 
the drawn faces of the children, all very 


poorly clad, many bare-footed. Far up to 
the top of the ridge the crooked twisting 
‘‘main road’? is ascended by 500 stone 
steps, interspaced by short lengths of pave- 
ment. On either side are small, cavern- 
like rooms, dingy shops, with all sorts of 
wares. On the damp steps sit haggard men 
and women, with woe-begone look, staring 
at the tourists as they pass by, thinking 
perhaps, of the great wealth of these for- 
eigners, so unlike themselves and their 
station and so like the grand folks in the 
French quarter. Here, day after day, 
these poor, ignorant humans, in squalor and 
filth, live their dreary lives. Here they 
sleep and eat what little they have to eat. 
Here they buy and sell, pray and gamble in 
publie view. Hard, indeed, is the lot that 
has been bequeathed to them as an ancient 
inher:tance. Deep and wide is the gulf 
that separates them from the ‘‘ French 
quarter’? and its ilk. 


It should not be so. Are not these people 
our brethren? Will our ‘‘social gospel,’’ 
so loudly proclaimed, never bridge this 
chasm? Is it mere poetical faney that 
“‘hope springs eternal in the human 
breast??? ; 

As I sail from the twin cities—the one 
so bright and gay and cheerful; the other 
so dark and gloomy and cheerless—my 
heart is disturbed by conflicting emotions. 
Nor am I sure in which of the two ‘‘quar- 
ters’’ lies the greater peril. 

We are sailing across the Mediterranean, 
which unites or separates the African 
colony and her Mother. May the latter 
prove worthy of the name. 


A Study of the Constitution 


NO. 6 
(Concluded) 


Some sections of the Constitution are out 
of joint with present conditions in the 
Chureh and the world. Hence there is a 
demand for the reformulation of the Con- 
stitution. Dr. C. E. Schaeffer has called 
attention to some things that need chang- 
ing. Other particulars might be added, It 
is to be hoped that this question will be 
thoroughly discussed and an adequate Con- 
stitution worked out. But whatever form 
a new Constitution may take, that part of 
old, dealing with the government of minis- 
ters, congregations and judicatories, will 
undoubtedly be embodied in it, for it is a 
splendid presentation of the organ‘e na- 
ture of the Church. Some particulars need 
to be made cleaver and more definite, but 
as a whole it sets forth the functions and 
duties of each and all the elements of the 
Chureh in an excellent manner. 

Two facts have lately impressed them- 
selves forcibly upon my mind, first, that 
the Constitution has in some particulars 
not been so fully obeyed as it ought to be, 
and second, that the Classes have been der- 
elict in not requiring faithful obedience 
to it by those under their jurisdiction. 
Officers and people, ministers and pastors, 
ought to be made more fully conse ous that 
there is a Constitution and that its re- 
quirements ought to be met. The majority 
of pastors and consistories no doubt con- 
form to the requirements of the Constitu- 
tion, and yet there are too many that do 
not. 


If anything special is required of the 
Chureh by the present affairs of the world 
it is practical Christianity. The vast body 
of the people do not care very much what 
Christians believe, what their wr:tten or 
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unwritten creeds are, or what specific doe- 
trines they hold; but they do care what 
kind of lives they are living, what virtues 
are adorning their characters, what kind of 
ne ghbors and e'tizens they are. They do 
not care whether Christians have been bap- 
tized by immersion or otherwise, whether 
immersed once or twice, backwards or for- 
wards, nor what their conceptions of con- 
version, of the Lord’s Supper, of the ordi- 
nation of their ministers, or of the scores 
of ther different doctrines, are; but they 
do care whether or not they are manifest- 
ing the spirit of Christ in their lives and 
works. In other words, they want to see 
the fruits of their religion.. The people of 
the unchristian world take the same posi- 
tion, They ask that Chr'stian nations and 
Christian people in their intercourse with 
and treatment of other peoples be governed 
by the prine‘ples of the Gospel. ‘‘By their 
fruits ye shall know them.’’ This does 


AN ELOQUENT TONGUE? 


The empty pew has an eloquent tongue. 
Though its message is unpleasant, it is one 
that all may hear. To the preacher, the 
empty pew says ‘‘Your sermon is not 
worth while.’’ To the visitor it whispers, 
‘Vou see. we are not quite holding our 
own.’? To the treasurer it shouts, ‘‘ Look 
out for a deficit.’’ To the stranger who 
is looking for a Church home, it suggests, 
“You had better wait a while.’’ ‘‘ Why 
don’t you go visiting next Sunday, too?’’ 
it asks the members who are present. The 
empty pew speaks against the service. It 
kills inspiration, smothers hope and dulls 
the fine edge of zeal. The empty pew is a 
weight. The occupied pew is a wing.— 
Bulletin of Trinity Church, Gettysburg, 
Pa., Rev. N. L. Horn, pastor. 


not mean that creeds and doctrines and 
ceremonies have no value; they are of es- 
sential value; but it does mean that pri- 
mary emphasis in present conditions be 
placed upon the teaching of St. James 
rather than upon that of St. Paul. 


These are the reasons why it seems to 
me that that phase of the Constitution 
considered in this study ought to be more 
fully practiced. The elders and deacons 
ought to practice the duties in Article 6 
and by precept and example press the same 
upon the minds and hearts of the members; 
the consistory ought to study the nine 
Articles in Seetion Two and put forth 
faithful efforts to meet the requirements. 
And the Classis ought to interest itself in 
a definite and positive manner in the con- 
sistories, congregations and people under 
their oversight and care, and exercise its 
prerogatives with the view of cultivating 
a practical Christianity in the Reformed 
Chureh. 

Let the Reformed Church overcome some 
of its conservatism, rise to the demands of 
the present occasion, answer the call of the 
Lord, work out a Constitution adequate to 
meet the requirements of existing condi- 
t'ons, in order that it may the more effi- 
ciently do the work of the Lord. And let 
the new Constitution be governed by such 
fundamental principles as will eliminate 
things that have become obsolete and 
things irrelevant, and cause it to be con- 
sistent throughout, and at the same time 
conserve and set forth more definitely the 
organie nature of the Chureh. In the 
meantime let all the judicatories see to it 
that all the members of the organism as 
now constituted function freely and fully. 
Let religion be practical according to the 
requirements of the Constitution. 
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What College Students Think About The Bible 


(This is a sununary of replies to 3 questions put before a group of 135 college students—Juniors and Seniors— 


at the close of a study of the Bible for two hours « week throughout the year. 
not exhaustive, but includes typical responses. 
thought nearly all possible attitudes are represented. 


The summary is 


In this cross-section of student 
Comments on these 


statements will be welcomed by the compiler—Paut M. LiMBert, 


I. What value is there in reading and 
studying the Bible today? 

Nearly all of the students grouped these 
values under three heads: Literary, histori- 
eal, and moral or religious. 

1. Literary Value. ‘‘A work of supreme 
literary value.’’—‘‘To me the chief value 
to be received from a study of the Bible is 
to become acquainted with its literary 
style.’’—‘‘It has inspired the thought and 
colored the writings of many of the world’s 
greatest minds and has influenced the des- 
tiny of mankind, for better or for worse, 
to an almost inestimable degree.’’ 

2. Historical Value. ‘‘The Bible has ex- 
erted an untold influence on our Western 
civilization. We might as well try to dis- 
pense with the study of history or sociology 
or any study of society as to overlook the 
Bible in thinking and in explaining our 
culture.’’—‘‘The Bible is the major source 
of the historical knowledge of one of the 
chief forces in the moulding of civiliza- 
tion.’’—‘‘An interesting insight into the 
laws, customs and life of the early Hebrew 
civilization.’’—‘‘One is able to see the 
gradual evolution of religious thought by 
means of studying the attitudes by which 
men in different ages regarded religious ex- 
periences,’’—‘‘ As a historical evolutionary 
account and inquiry into Ged and his in- 
terpretations we have nothing better than 
the Bible.’’—‘‘As a book of history, its 
value in showing and relating to us the 
development of the Christian religion will 
alone rank it among the best.’’ 

3. Moral and Religious Value. ‘‘The 
Bible as a whole has the value today of 
being the basis of our moral and ethical 
conduct and thinking.’’—‘‘Any student 
of Ethics will find in Jesus’ life the living 
ideal of perfect life.’’—‘‘I believe that 
the Bible as the historical revelation of 
the spiritual and moral aspirations of a 
finely endowed race offers much of value in 
the formulation of our own ethical and re- 
ligious lives; for, try as we may to sever 
the bonds of the past, all our concepts and 
ideals must be linked with the past con- 
cepts and ideals of individuals and of 
races.’’—‘‘Tt answers many of our ques- 
tions about the fundamental facts of life 
and, finally, furnishes a way of life. All 
laws of conduct in society must some day 
follow these truths set before us in the 
Bible.’’—‘‘ The Biblical characters met and 
attempted to solve human problems and it 
is interesting and helpful to note how their 
religious faith aided them in the crises of 
life.’’—‘‘ When one reads the Bible he can 
find innumerable instances of peoples and 
individuals undergoing experiences and 
conflicts much the same as we undergo and 
being forced to make dec'sions just as im- 
portant as the ones we make.’’—‘‘Tf evevy- 
body would read the Bible today I believe 
that as a whole we would find better soe‘al 
conditions existing. I believe we would 
find more of a brotherly spirit existing 
among men.’’ 

The men were not unanimous in finding 
value in the Bible. ‘‘What value is there 
in reading and studying the Bible today? 
My personal answer is ‘None.’ ??—‘‘T ean 
see the unsurpassed value of the Bible 
when we rate it from a historical or liter- 
avy standpoint, but it is rather hard to 
still hold if as the basis of the modern 
Chr'stian religton.’?’—‘‘As a psvchological 
stimulant or a gentle reminder of our moral 
and ethieal duties, the presence of a Bible 
has some value even to the most radical of 
us. But as a potent guide by which to 
mould our lives, a more reasonahle, more 
modern and saner guide is needed.’’ 


supernatural sanction. 
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Most of the men, however, would prob- 
ably agree with the following statements: 
‘“Tf an intelligent man lives who denies 
the value of reading and studying the 
Bible, that denial must surely be the result 
of irrational prejudice or a distorted sense 
of values.’’—‘‘Its greatness lies in the fact 
that in a local work both time and place it 
has descended through the ages and occu- 
pies its place in literature as a master- 
piece written in a superb style and stress- 
ing character in the universal.’’ 


REMINISCING FRIENDS 


I’m glad when I can listen 

To reminiscing friends, 

Happy, too, in feeling how 
Their love and friendship blends. 


Their eyes just dance and sparkle 

When their spirits start to tune 

With the thots that were back yon- 
der 

In their lives, from March to June. 


Reminiscing friends are happy— 
Their hearts I know are true— 
When their heads are busy bobbing 
’Bout the things they used to do. 


Time has taken much in toll, 

It’s bound to be that way; 

But it always leaves some sunshine 
For the reminiscing day. 


With their hearts a-palpitating, 
And their eyes a-dancing, too, 
The cloud of time is chased away 
And the sun comes shifting thru. 


Related has each circumstance 
Been many times before, 

But richer grows their memory 
By rehearsing deeds of yore. 


In radiant excitement 
They are living once again, 
Such gilded days of glory 
Reminiscing brings to men, 


’Tis well their mind’s a ‘‘treasure 
chest’’ 

For the storing of the things 

That keep their hearts so happy 

For the later years time brings. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Maryland. 


II. What authority, 
Bible, in your judgment? 

In a number of replies there is recogni- 
tion of the value of the Bible from the 
standpoint of human experience, but a re- 
jection of any authority based on external, 
‘‘The Bible in my 
mind has no divine authority.—It has au- 
thority as other books of religion and mor- 
ality have authority, by virtue of the fact 
that the Bible and other books of its na- 
ture come from a man or men who have 
realized more fully some principles and 
facts that we have.’’—‘‘In my judgment, 
the Bible has authority only as a moral 
and ethical guide, We cannot accept dog- 
matically everything we find in the Bible.’’ 
— ‘The Bible in my mind has authority, 
the authority that comes from learning and 
with a keen insight into the nature of hu- 
man problems.—I do not believe that ite 


if any, has the 


authority comes from 
power or diety.’’ 

At least one student ridiculed the idea of 
authority: ‘‘What authority has the Bible? 
Written by men and about men who if liy- 
ing today would be called epilepties and 
religious fanatics, what authority could it 
be expected to have?’’? Yet this man still 
sees the moral value in a part of the Bible. 
“*T do not even profess to be a Christian, 
but I adhere more closely to the teachings 
of Jesus than many Christians, not because 
they are the teachings of Jesus nor because 
they are the teachings of any other great 
religious teacher, but because they are in 
my mind the expression of certain laws of 
Nature which must be obeyed if one is to 
attain eternal happiness.’’ 

On the other hand, another student in- 
sists upon the absolute and infallible au- 
thority of the Bible. ‘‘T believe in a whole 
Bible and not a Bible full of holes.—I be- 
lieve the Bible is the Word of God and 
does not merely contain the Word.—lIts 
doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, 
its histories are true and its decisions are 
immutable.—It is not only futile, but abso- 
lutely foolish to attempt to explain the 
Seriptures. If we could explain the Bible 
its glory would fade—I cannot explain 
many things that I find in the Bible, but 
I believe them because I believe in God 
who is their author and who some time will 
unfold the mysteries.’’ 

The authority of the Bible as a moral 
and religious guide is the type of authority 
recognized in the majority of the replies. 
“‘T feel that the Bible is a source of au- 
thority in guiding one’s life.’’—‘‘It is im- 
possible to adhere strictly to the Bible, 
but if a man wishes he ean find from the 
Bible a method of life which will bring 
happiness to him and to his neighbors. 
The Bible has authority in so far that you 
should find and follow the right manner of 
living.’’—‘‘The Bible can be accepted as 
an authority by all who seek social justice, 
for in that Book is to be found all the in- 
spiration possible to give one a clearer 
vision of a better society.’’—‘‘I believe 
that the Bible presents the authority of man 
and through man the authority of God to- 
wards which men are striving. I believe 
that in many respects it presents the high- 
est authority of God.’’—‘‘Insofar as the 
Bible is properly used to interpret the life 
and teachings of Christ it has, for me, au- 
thority.””"—‘‘The Bible is the outstanding 
authority on religion. It is this because 
it is the result of consecrated, wise and in- 
spired men in their search for truth about 
Hebrew people, not miraculously, but by 
their richer and nobler religious experi- 
ences, the best that religion can give to- 
God.’’—‘*So it seems God wrought in the 
words the bettering of human welfare. Au- 
thority, in that it is the record of the 
finest religious experiences just as a book 
of science may be authoritative to the ex- 
tent that the author’s experiences are veri- 
fiable by experience.’’ 

IIT. In what ways, if any, has your at- 
titude toward the Bible changed during the 
year? 

The many replies to this question may 
be class‘fied within 5 groups, each indicat- 
ing a different type of experience. 

(1) Change from Indifference to Inter- 
est. ‘‘Tt is quite a revelation to find that 
it is really a volume to be read at leisure 
for the fund of information it contains. 
My attitude toward the Bible has changed 
to such an extent that I am really ashamed 
of myself for actually bel'ttling such a 
well-known and sacred book. TI say this 
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not in the pose of trying to praise it un- 
necessarily, but as one who has made a dis- 
covery that he has not known before.’’— 
**It never very greatly interested me, be- 
ing I thought difficult to understand. I ad- 
mitted that it was something very sacred, 
yet not very interesting.—I now look at the 
Bible in an entirely different light, some- 
thing very interesting, vital, valuable and 
instructive instead of difficult, uninterest- 
ing and the result of the wild inspiration 
of the men who wrote it.’’—‘‘I have learn- 
ed to like to read the Bible, which I am 
sure I did not like to do before.’’—‘‘ Prior 
to my course in the Bible I looked at the 
book as an idealistic, unhuman, super- 
natural manuscript variously interpreted to 
suit the different religions. Now I look at 
the Bible as a history book interwoven 
with human and moral teachings.—I look 
at the Bible as a human, moral book with 
Sincere efforts to raise the standards of 
men,’’—‘‘In spite of family, Church and 
Church School influence I had up until this 
year succeeded in keeping myself quite 
ignorant of what material the Bible con- 
tained. I never felt especially any urge to 
study the book and, consequently, when all 
of the forces around me seemed to concen- 
trate upon shoving the Bible upon me I 
felt greatly annoyed and occupied myself 
in devising means of avoiding it and every- 
thing connected with it. This course which 
1 was constrained to take has given me, if 
not a speaking acquaintance with the 
Bible, at least a stammering one.’’—‘‘It 
never appeared before this year to be in- 
teresting and worthwhile reading.’’—‘‘ As 
we delved deeper and deeper into the Bible, 
I found that it was an intensely human 
document.’’—‘‘Before I took the Bible 
course, I thought the Bible was a book for 
preachers and old people. I never read it 
and did not see what other people could get 
out of reading it. Since I have taken the 
course I find that it is, at least, worth 
thinking about and often enjoyable.’’ 

(2) Change from Literalistic Acceptance 
to Broader Understanding. ‘‘Not having 
made a special study of it before, I was al- 
ways taught to believe the Bible should be 
taken literally. Everything the Bible said 
was true. I see differently now and with 
no less regard for the teachings found 
there.’’—‘‘I was rather conservative in my 
religious thought, but Junior Bible has 
made me take a more liberal stand toward 
religion and the Bible.’’—‘‘ From believing 
that a literal translation is the best I have 
come to believe in translation in the light 
of the idea involved and the meaning the 
author wished to get across. In short, a 
course in Bible study has brought me a 
broader, more open view in keeping with 
modern scientific method and substituted 
it for an old, rather cherished and long- 
lasting idea in the absolute and authentic, 
‘always right,’ ‘the-Bible-says-so’ belief 
which is a traditional childhood teaching in 
most Christian homes.’’—‘‘ The realization 
of the manifold interpretations which are 
probably possible for many Biblical pass- 
ages has made me more tolerant toward 
those who believe differently than I.’’— 
‘*My conception of the Bible has changed 
considerably, Previously, I think I accept- 
ed it word for word, although there may 
have been some doubt in my mind concern- 
ing many things.—Altogether, I think these 
changes have been for the better, and I am 
sure they have not detracted from my con- 
ception of the Bible and Christianity as a 
whole—rather, they have enhanced it and 
made me see many things which I saw 
‘through a glass darkly’ in a new and bet- 
ter light.’’ 

Not all the students with this back- 
ground had such an experience, however. 
The one whose belief in the absolute au- 
thority of the Bible is quoted under ques- 
tion II declared: ‘‘ As a result of the course 
my attitude toward the Bible did not 
change one iota.’? 

(3) Change from Doubt to Apprecia- 
tion. ‘‘I was reared in a home where the 
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views regarding the Bible were, and still 
are, quite orthodox, and therefore received 
the usual Sunday School training which is 
accorded those children who attend the 
Protestant Church. Under this tutorage I 
was taught to believe the Bible to be the 
inspired Word of God, and unquestionably 
inerrant. This view I maintained until my 
first year of college, when certain ques- 
tions arose in discussions, commonly termed 
‘bull sessions,’ in which my ideals and be- 


VISION 
By Henry A. Bomberger 


There is nothing of value in all the 
earth, 
Nothing worthy of human thought; 
There is nothing of genuine, lasting 
worth, 
That can be neither sold nor 
‘ bought; 
Like the vision of mortals whose 
minds can see 
Through mortality up to Thee. 


In the midst of the voices that fill 
the world 
With unceasing, contentious noise; 
With their numberless claims and 
confusions hurled 
Into life’s most exalted joys; 
There is none can compare with the 
blissful word 
That in silence alone is heard. 


There’s a beauty the natural eye 
must miss, 
And a harmony few can hear; 
Joyous outlook, that leaps over dark 
abyss 
With a lightness untouched by 
fear. 
They belong to those fortunate souls 
of Thine 
Who are living the life divine. 


O the blindness of men whose im- 
mortal minds 
Are engrossed, like the worldly 
wise, 
With the things that the prodigal 
spirit finds 
In the lowlands, that never rise 
To the heights whence the heaven- 
born, boundless scene 
Is emblazoned with living green! 


O the hopeless estate of the soul that 
hears, 
In life’s tumults, that never abate, 
No enrapturing music from other 
spheres, 
Where the torrent of human hate 
Is forevermore stayed; and that still 
betrayed 
Gropes in darkness, alone, afraid! 


There’s so much to be seen with the 
unseen eye, 
And so much for the soul to hear; 
Mighty worlds all around us entranc- 
ing lie, 
Ever waiting our hearts to cheer 
With a vision of glorious jubilee— 
Could our poor, blinded minds but 
see, 


liefs were shattered, with the result that I 
was quite willing to term myself an atheist. 
—Today, after a year spent in historical 
study of the Bible, my viewpoint is to take 


‘the passage or any section at which atten- 


tion is directed, question it, analyze it as 
completely as possible, try it personally 
and see whether it proves itself true. So 
I therefore conclude that anyone who goes 
to the Bible with this attitude to guide him 


will feel at home in any part and will un-_ 


derstand how to use its wealth of informa- 
tion.’? 

‘‘Many things are clear to me now, 
which before this course seemed to me to 
be discrepancies. I can appreciate the 


Bible more now because it no longer seems 
to contradict itself—it does, but now I 
know why it does and this does not affect 
my appreciation in the least, rather en- 
haneed it. The historical approach has 
showed me that one does not need to be- 
lieve that the Bible is the literal Word of 
God.?* 

‘‘When I first studied the Bible in my 
first college year, I became utterly con- 
fused, I had been reared in the belief that 
the Bible was the Word of God and then, 
realizing suddenly that my ‘idol had feet 
of clay,’ I lost all of my childhood religion 
and could not find a substitute for its posi- 
tion in my life.—Now all is cleared. From 
the ruins of my ‘idol’ a new and far more 
beautiful religion has taken the place of 
my childhood religion. Now I see in the 
Bible the only solution for the evils of the 
present day world.’’ 

‘“When I entered the class in Religion 
4ab my attitude toward the Bible was dis- 
tinctly one of doubt. As a boy I was 
compelled to go to Church, as my parents 
were strict Methodists. I, of course, ac- 
cepted the Bible unquestionably as being 
an actual record of events in the period of 
Christ and early times. As I studied more 
of natural laws and science I came to 
doubt the truth of many parts of the Bible 
and finally the whole book. There was 
some other solution in it that I was never 
able to determine for myself. This year 
I have found an adequate solution for all 
of my doubts.—Perhaps the most signifi- 
cant thing that the course has accomplished 
from my own personal standpoint is the 
crystallization of my ethical code and the 
stabilization of a moral code by which I 
could live and justify my relations with 
other individuals.—From the Sermon on 
the Mount I surely got a vast amount of 
encouragement and satisfaction. Many 
times I have not been able to overlook 
what I have thought injustices and have 
cherished perhaps a feeling of revenge, 
but now I an easily do so and feel much 
better about it—I had no idea the Bible 
could be so interesting.’’ 

‘Before I began the study of the Bible 
I had studied Psychology, Philosophy and 
Sociology in an unorganized fashion—and 
how I was amazed! How disgusted I was 
with the Bible!—I had come to the econ- 
clusion that the Bible held nothing for me! 
How could it when new learned facts had 
broken my faith in it?—My study of the 
Bible this year has given me a new faith 
in its teachings.——Instead of using the 
Bible as an anaesthetic, I have found its 
greatest use to be in the form of an imple- 
ment to be used ii doing the just, useful 
and good deeds.’’ 

(4) Change from Belief to Perplexity. 
For some students a study of the Bible 
has increased doubt rather than cleared it 
away. ‘‘I, for my part, could never be- 
lieve the Bible now after having taken the 
course as I used to believe in it before.— 
It necessarily follows that if a person loses 
faith in any part of the Bible, he loses 
faith in the Bible as a whole-—My knowl- 
edge of the Bible in a general survey of it 
is more than it ever was,—but my faith in 
the Bible is profoundly lessened.’’—‘‘T 
really do believe that the more one studies 
the Bible, the less they believe in it.’?’— 
‘“‘This course has not strengthened my 
faith in my denomination.’’—‘‘I have 
been and still am skeptical about the 
Bible and while I understand the Bible 
a little better than before I took the 
course, I am not convineed that my vari- 
ous beliefs are wrong.’’ 

‘‘My attitude has changed considerably 
since I have been studying the Bible in 
class. I have, as I suppose it ean be called, 
a much broader viewpoint. Whether or 
not it has done me any good I don’t know. 
I do know that it has led me to pick the 
religion of my parents to pieces so that 
now it is hard for me to gather enough of 
those pieces together to establish some 
sort of religion in my mind, I don’t mean 
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that I’ve developed into a ‘heathen.’ I 
still believe in a sort of Divine Power, but 
the basis of religion for the Gentile Church 
is fast crumbling in my mind—that is, the 
personage of Jesus Christ. If someone had 
told me three years ago that they didn’t 
believe that Christ was the Son of God, I 
would immediately have branded him as an 
infidel, atheist, and Lord knows what else, 
and yet today I myself don’t believe that 
Christ was the Son of God any more than 
Iam. I am fast leaning toward the belief 
of the Jews that he was a philosopher. My 
attitude has changed so much that it is no 
longer possible for me to talk religion to 
the folks back home. They, of course, bred 
in the old school, cannot understand my 
ideas and I cannot understand theirs. Con- 
sequently, this is a source of much discus- 
sion.’? 


‘“‘Before I started the study of this 
course, I had a good many ideas of the 
Bible and my religion that I am rather 
sorry to say are completely changed by 
this time. Perhaps my ideas on the sub- 
ject were exceedingly narrow and ignorant, 
but I was perfectly well satisfied with 
them and I did not want them changed.— 
Honestly, at the present time I just don’t 
know how I feel. I know that my ideas 
are not the same as they were formerly 
and I wish they were. I have a much 
easier conception of the social and religious 
code that I had been taught to follow. I 
guess my views have been broadened and 
all that, but I still wish they were the same 
as before.—Perhaps I shall find time and 
room for both the modern and older sets 
of ideas that are giving me so much bother 
just now.’’ 

(5) Change toward New Insight and 
Deeper Appreciations. Finally, there is a 
group of those who always had a respect 
for the Bible, but experienced a strength- 
ening of their faith and understanding. 

‘«My faith has in no way been destroyed, 
but rather reassured that if I seek, my God 
is more attainable, or rather the under- 
standing of the Absolute Spirit is made so 
in the light of my recent work. I have be- 
come more sympathetic and far more appre- 
eiative of this literature. Heretofore I 
thought it possible to discard the Bible as 
though it really didn’t matter. I could in 
no wise do that now as lightly as I once 
thought it possible to do.’’ 


“‘T have gradually adopted the problem- 
solving attitude and I have been led to 
dive beneath the surface and to see just 
what meanings a passage really has. I 


WHEN SHALL WE WORSHIP? 


‘*Master, when shall we worship? 
These hills are very dear, 
And yet they say Jerusalem’s 
The place God will appear.’’ 


‘*The day shall come, oh seeker, 
When neither here nor there 
Shall men seek God’s own favor; 
Your heart’s His House of Prayer. 


Your service shall be proven 

In every deed of love; 

His ‘litle ones’ are everywhere— 
Lead them to paths above. 


Your mite shall prove a blessing 
When gladly it is given 

To bring His happy kingdom, 
And earth becomes a Heaven. 


No creed or form I gave you, 
But Life of sterling worth: 


So follow on through dark and 
light, 
Help bring His Church to earth.’’ 
—M. D. T. 


used’ to accept everything the Bible said, 
now I use my own discretion as to accept- 
ing or rejecting.—It has instilled in me a 
desire to read and study the Bible more, 
or any other current literature on religion 
that I can find time to read.’’ 

“‘T am able to see many more points of 
value. I do not now believe any more in 
Adam and Eve, the virgin birth of Christ, 
ete., than I did before, but I am now able 
to see that these points are minor, and that 
the main thing is to get the many values 
out of the Bible that are possible.’’ 

“As a member of the Roman Catholic 
Church, I frankly can say that in studying 
and reading the Bible I found it to be of 
much value to me.—I might say that it has 
strengthened my attitude toward religion; 
it gave me assurance that religion is a 
vital force in one’s life.’’ 

“‘T did get an insight into the character 
of Jesus which I did not know of before. 
If he is God—he is a wonderful God; if he 
is a man—he is a wonderful man.’’ 

“‘T have gotten the idea that Jesus was 
much more of a man than he was a God. 
Jesus was to me, before I had made any 
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rational study of Him, someone who was 
able to walk on the water, calm a stormy 
sea, and feed a hungry crowd on two loaves 
of bread. Other than this, my idea of Him 
was hazy—Il saw a sort of anemic looking 
person with a beard and halo, a sad face— 
but what was the reason for all this I did 
not know. I have now succeeded in getting 
rid of this vision. Jesus seems to have 
been an exceptionally clever man—morally 
and ethically irreproachable, mentally 
clean and sound, physically strong and 
healthy. He seems to have had plenty of 
the spirit of youth and made good use of 
it in developing His personality. It may 
be only a reaction from my former idea, 
but at present Jesus seems to me an ab- 
normally normal human being.’’ 

““At the outstart I was weighed down 
with doubts and supersitions concerning 
some of the Bible stories and had supposed 
it to be, above all, a book of facts. I have 
come now to regard it as a story of men’s 
experiences—God in print—a book of 
truths and not facts.’’ 

‘“My attitude toward the Bible has un- 
dergone a radical change in the last nine 
months, I no longer regard it as a collec- 
tion of stories and teachings about a great 
religious thinker and leader, but I have 
come to regard the Bible as having in it 
the key to the solution of the great prob- 
lems of the world today and I have come 
to believe that a study of the Bible, not 
out of mere curiosity, but with the purpose 
of applying the true meaning of the teach- 
ings of the Bible and not reading meanings 
into it,—is the first step in the improve- 
ment of the world and the improvement 
and perfection of the human race.’’ 

‘*Not only do I still hold a deep rever- 
ence for the Bible, but it is fortified by a 
saner reasoning than ever before, not upon 
a mere miraculous explanation, but an at- 
tempt at a rational explanation. 
surface my opinion of the Bible has 
changed, in that all miraculous possibilities 
of its reaching us have disappeared and 
that it bears the many marks of human 
weaknesses, but deep underlying this I find 
a rational power that far outweighs the 
entire miraculous, in that the experiences 
recorded are our experiences, and that they 
are our lives recorded, our sins and noble 
deeds, our failures and triumphs. No longer 
is it a sealed Book, but an open Book, a 
living Book, whose very characters, like 
that of Shakespeare’s Hamlet, are in us 
today, and live as we do; towards the mas- 
ter character, Jesus, who is the perfection 
of all personality.’’ 
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The 8th annual ‘‘White Gifts for the 
King’’ service was held in First Church, 
Phila., Pa., Rev. Harold B. Kerschner, pas- 
tor, on Sunday evening, Dec. 23. The total 
amount of the gifts for various charitable 
and welfare agencies amounted to $700, of 
which amount $205 was contributed for 
the Bethany and Nazareth Orphanages. 


Owing to the resignation of Rev. Albert 
Klinger, who has faithfully served the Mt. 
Moriah Charge, Maryland Classis, for the 
past six years, the charge wishes to secure 
a pastor. The Mt. Moriah Charge consists 
of 3 congregations: Mt. Vernon, at Keedys- 
ville; Christ, at Sharpsburg, and Mt. Mo- 
riah, The Joint Consistory wishes to se- 
eure a pastor as soon as possible. Candi- 
dates may address Fred F. Remsburg, See- 
retary, Sharpsburg, Md. 


The York, Pa., ‘‘Gazette and Daily’’ 
asked a group of prominent citizens of 


York County for their views on the out- 
look for 1929, on conditions in general, and 
more particularly in their own business and 
professions. Rev. Walter E. Garrett, of 
Hellam, Pa., was honored by being the sole 
representative of the clergy in this inter- 
esting symposium, and he took excellent 
advantage of the opportunity thus pro- 
vided, with a heartening spiritual message, 
stressing the spiritual fundamentals which 
underlie all fields of activity and outlast 
the change of seasons or years. 


In Zion Chureh, Womelsdorf, Pa., Rev. 
H, J. Miller, pastor, the Christmas pageant, 
‘“«The Nativity,’’ arranged by Dr. and Mrs. 
Henry I. Stahr, of Hanover, was presented 
on the Sunday evening before Christmas 
and again on Christmas evening. The pag- 
eant was a colorful portrayal of the story 
of the Divine Birth by a cast of 80 people. 
A vested choir of 60 voices rendered very 


creditably the accompanying music. Two 
capacity audiences witnessed the produc- 
tion iand at the first presentation fully a 
hundred people could not gain admittance 
for lack of room. The pageant was staged 
and directed by a committee composed of 
the pastor, Miss Laura M. Snyder, Miss 
Mary E. Moore, Mrs. Oscar Gromis, Mrs. E. 
Willis Minnich and Dr. W. Ray Klopp, The 
costuming was in charge of a large commit- 
tee headed by Mrs. W. Ray Klopp and the 
decorating by an equally large committee 
led by Mrs. Paul A. Matthews. Holy 
Communion was celebrated Sunday morn- 
in, Dec. 30, and in the evening the Chureh 
orchestra of 16 pieces, under the direction 


of Dr. W. Ray Klopp and the leadership 


of Mr. Lester E. Brendle, gave a sacred 
concert in the Sunday School room which 


was much appreciated by a large audience. 


On the © 


January 17, 1929 


THE RUFUS W. AND KATHE- 
RINE McCAULEY MILLER 
MEMORIAL FUND PRIZE 
ESSAY CONTEST 


Subject: ‘‘How Can a Local Church 
Help in Developing a Christian 
Family Life?’’ 

Length: Not over 3,000 words. 

Time: All essays must be received 
by Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Publication 
and Sunday School Board, by 
Children’s Day, June 9, 1929. 

Eligible: Any minister or member 


of the Reformed Church in the 


United States. 

Instructions: (1) Sign essay with an 
assumed name, giving correct 
name and address on a separate 
sheet, 

(2) Use one side of the paper 
only. 

(3) Manuscripts, as far as pos- 
sible, should be typewritten. 
(4) Writers are asked to remem- 
ber that plans which have actu- 
ally proved fruitful are of more 
value than theories which have 
not been tried. 

Prizes: First Prize—$100. 

Second Prize—$50. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rey. J. Earl Dobbs, from James Creek, 
Pa., 'to R. 5, Bedford, Pa. 

Rev. W. 8, Harman, from Philadelphia, 
Pa., to 431 Franklin St., Hanover, Pa. 

Rev. Paul E. Keller, to Tsien Kia Chieh, 
Wuchang, Hupeh, China. 


The Myerstown, Pa., Church, Rev. David 
Lockart, pastor, has lost 4 of its oldest 
members by death in 5 days: Miss Harriet 
Muth, aged 92; Miss Amelia Muth, aged 
95; Mrs. Henrietta Woomer, aged 86; and 
Mrs. Ephraim Kenney, aged 86 years. 

Rev. F. C. Schlater writes: ‘‘I want to 
congratulate and commend you for includ- 
ing the ‘Church School Problem Shop’ in 
the ‘Messenger.’ I believe it is one of the 
greatest helps the Church paper can ren- 
der.z2 

A valued reader in West Va., in send- 
ing a renewal of subscription, graciously 
writes: ‘‘I enjoy the ‘Messenger’ so much. 
Please continue sending it. It is bread to 
my goul.’’ 

The Christmas offering for the orphans 
in Grace Church, York, Pa., Rev. Irvin A. 
Raubenhold, pastor, amounted to $888.56 
for Hoffman Orphanage, and $67 for Beth- 
any Home, total, $955.56. 

Rev. Howard 8, Fox and his good 
people in Lansford, Pa., took part in the 
Union Week of Prayer services in that 
community, at which Dr. Leinbach of the 
‘*Messenger’’ was guest preacher. 

The closing date for the 1929 Steward- 
ship Essay and Poster Contest is March 
3rd. All Essays and Posters must be 
handed to the local judge by that date. 

The free packets of literature for the 
1929 Stewardship Essays and Poster Con- 
‘test are now available, and requests will 
be filled promptly by the Stewardship De- 
partment, 316 Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St., 
Phila., Pa. 

Pres, Geo. W. Richards, of Lancaster 
Seminary, will address the Phila, Minister- 
ial Assn., Monday, Jan. 21, in Assembly 
Hall, Schaff Bldg., on the proposed plan of 
union with the United Brethren in Christ 
and the Evangelical Synod of North Amer- 
ica. 

Last year 2,369 free packets of literature 


for the contestants in the Stewardship Es- 
say Contest were sent out by the Steward- 
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ship Department. More than 1,500 Bs- 
Says were written and 60 Posters sub- 
mitted to the denominational judges. This 
is an excellent forecast for an even larger 
Contest in 1929, 


The Reformed Ministers’ Association of 
York County was entertained at the home 
of Rev. Irvin A. Raubenhold on Jan. 7. 
Officers elected for 1929 were: Rev. Wal- 
ter E. Garrett, President; Rev. J. Edward 
Kiingaman, Vice-President; and Rev. Irv- 
in A. Raubenhold, as Seeretary-Treasurer. 

The Christmas season was properly ob- 
served in the Yukon Seanor’s Charge, Rev. 
R. Ira Gass, pastor. Seanor’s 8. 8. rend- 
ered the service, ‘‘Star of Glory,’’ on Sat- 
urday evening. The Yukon Primary Dept. 
gave a Christmas program on Sunday morn- 
ing, Dee. 23. In the evening the Adult 
Dept., after a few Primary exercises, rend- 
ered ‘The Nativity.’? This was much 
appreciated. Offering for St. Paul’s Or- 
phans’ Home, 


St. Luke’s Church, North Wales, Pa., 
Rev. Jno. M. Herzog, pastor, held their 8.8, 
Christmas service on Sunday evening, Dec. 
23. Offering of $52.99 for Bethany Or- 
phans’ Home. Early Dawn service was 
held Christmas Day, with special music 
by the choir. The offering at the service, 
$1,072.24, was devoted to congregational 
purposes. The pastor was remembered with 
a gift of $50. 


A Christmas Pageant, ‘*To All People,’’ 
was very successfully presented in Christ 
Church, Lykens, Pa., Rev. W. R. Hartzell, 
pastor, by the Young People of the Sunday 
School on Christmas night, and repeated 
the following Sunday night. The Chil- 
dren’s Department presented their Christ- 
mas Program of readings, songs and a 
playlet on Dec. 23. The offering for the 
orphanages was over $43. 

The Birth of the Saviour was celebrated 
in Trinity Church, Baltimore, Md., Rev. 
Charles A. Bushong, pastor, in a service in 
which the children took part, on Sunday 
evening, Dec. 23. The Male Quartet sang 
several selections. A duet by Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert N. Burns was included in the 
program. Offering for Hoffman Orphanage. 
An early Morning service was held Christ- 
mas Day with a goodly attendance taking 
part in the singing of the carols. Holy 
Communion was celebrated Jan. 6, when 
a large percentage of the membership par- 
took of the sacraments. 

A pageant, ‘‘The Adoration, ”’ which was 
an original arrangement of the Christmas 
story, was given on the Sunday evening 
before Christmas by 20 young people and 
an angel choir of 40 voices in St. Paul’s, 
Buffalo, N. Y., Rev. John M. Peck, pas- 
tor. Assisting in the music was Mr. Ken- 
neth Hines, winner of second place in the 
Atwater Kent Audition in New York on 
Dee. 16. Mr. Hines was formerly regular 
tenor in the choir. The offering for Ft. 
Wayne Orphans’ Home was $165, and for 
the ‘50 neediest’? families in Buffalo, 
$40. 


The W. M. 8. and G. M. G. of Hough 
Ave. Church, Cleveland, 0., Rev. A. V. 
Vondersmith, pastor, held an impressive 
Thank Offering service Dee. 9. A drama- 
tized Bible story in 2 acts entitled, ‘‘For- 
given,’’? was given by Mrs. Wanda Cozine 
Bontrager, of Lakewood, O. There was a 
monologue by Mrs. F. L. DuPree and ‘‘The 
Three Tale Boxes’’ was given by the Guild, 
The pastor and his wife sent an attractive 
Christmas message to the members of the 
congregation. The Christmas entertain- 
ment by the 8. S. was entitled ‘‘The Gift 
for the Christ Child.’’ Offerings for the 
orphans. The pastor and his wife were 
presented with a purse and received many 
other greetings. The choir gave a cantata 
entitled ‘‘The Song and the Star,’’ Dee. 
30. Holy Communion was observed Jan. 
13. 


The spirit of Christmas has hovered over 


IN MEMORIAM 


In addition to the death of Rev. 
Julius H. Bussian, reported on an- 
other page, the ‘‘Messenger,’’ has 
been advised of the home-going of 
the Rev. Wm. Hoch, of Rochester, 
N. Y., on Jan. 5, the funeral services 
being conducted on Jan. 8, Word 
has just been received that Rey. 
Samuel Horvath, pastor of our Hun- 
garian Church, in Homestead, Pa., 
was killed Jan. 12 in an automobile 
accident. Funeral services Jan. 16. 
We also have been informed of the 
death of the beloved wife of Rev. 
Dr. E. D. Wettach, of Youngstown, 
O. The funeral was held Jan. 9 and 
Dr, Wettach himself remained in 
bed seriously ill. The Rev. Osear 
H. Dorschel departed this life, Wed., 
Jan. 9. Funeral services were con- 


ducted from Salem Church, Buffalo, 
N. Y., Sat., Jan, 12, which congrega- 
tion he served until his death. <A 
fuller account of the life and labors 
of these faithful servants of the Lord 
will appear in a later issue. 


the Wapwallopen Charge, Pa., Rev. E. W. 
Stonebraker, pastor, for several weeks. The 
annual New Year’s Community Dinner, 
despite the ‘‘flu’’ and iey roads, was again 
a decided success. Hon. John A. MeSpar- 
ren, former State Secretary of the Grange, 
gave ‘the address. Officers were re-elected 
for the ensuing year. The S. S. services 
were particularly fine. This Charge has 
paid into the treasury about $1,400 in the 
last months, including a heating system 
and piano at Mt. Zion, a $200 raise in the 
pastor’s salary, and the Apportionment 
paid in full for the year, which is partic- 
ularly good for a little Charge of less 
than 400 members, out in the country. 


Paradise Charge, Rev, Walter R. Clark, 
minister, observed the Christmas season at 
Trinity-Turbotville with special musie and 
sermon the Sunday preceding. In the 
evening the Church School rendered a 
varied program to the audience that 
crowded the Chureh. 50 children appeared 
in novel exercises and pageants telling the 
Christmas story. The young people, in the 
pageant, ‘‘The Light in the Sky,’’ made 
a most favorable impression. Much was 
added by the large picture of Bethlehem, 
with panels of the Wise Men and the 
Angels, placed over the entire front of the 
Church. With the close of the year the 
Secretary’s report showed a marked in- 
crease in enrollment and attendance. 

A Thank-offering program service was 
held Sunday evening, Dee. 2, under the 
auspices of the W. M. S., when a large 
group of children and young people pre- 
sented the pageant, ‘‘The World for 
Christ.’? The Chureh was filled and all 
appreciated the fine missionary message. 
Paradise Church rendered an excellent pro- 
gram Christmas evening. The 30 children 
in many exercises were happy before a 
large and beautiful tree. The young 
people told another phase of the story 
through the pageant, ‘‘Hope of Christmas 
City.’’? Total offerings for Bethany Or- 
phans’ Home, $86.00. 


The Christmas season in St. Stephen’s 
Church, Perkasie, Pa., Rev. Howard Obold, 
pastor, was observed with a Dawn Service 
on Christmas Day, followed by a special 
service in the Chureh and Sunday School 
in the evening. Offerings: Bethany Or- 
phans’ Home, $441; Near East Relief, $65; 
Special Relief, $23. Two large Christmas 
trees were decorated with electric lights 
in the front of the Church. New Year’s 
Eve was Church Night, and after a fel- 
lowship period. a song service was fol- 
lowed by a service conducted by the pastor, 
assisted by Rev. Ernest W. Moyer. Miss 
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EDUCATION SUNDAY 
January 27, 1929. 
Attend services this Sunday 


and catch the spirit of an ex- 
panding interest in the work of 
Christian education. 


Ada Deily was presented with a diploma 
certifying that she had satisfactorily com- 
pleted the Standard Teaching Training 
Course. 

In Christ Church, Phila., Pa., Rev. A. R. 
Tosh, pastor, the New Year Communion 
was held Jan. 13, Dr. Eugene L. McLean 
assisted the pastor. The altar was graced 
with white carnations and narcissus, 
placed by Mrs. J. Rauch Stein in memory 
of her mother, Mrs. Minvera E. Harnish. 
Total Christmas offering for Bethany Or- 
phans’ Home, $75. A special service was 
held in the evening when a number of 
young people of the congregation made im- 
pressive addresses. The congregation has 
provided 90% ($744) on its Apportionment 
for the year ending April 30, 1929. The 
neighborhood in which Christ Church is 
located is showing a growing friendliness 
and interest in this spiritual center of its 
home and family life. 


The Lehigh Valley Ministerium met in 
St. James Reformed Church, Allentown, 
Pa., Rev. Joseph S. Peters, pastor, on Mon- 
day, Jan. 7, at 2.30 p.m. Rev. L. V. Het- 
rick of Easton, president of the body, was 
unable to attend. Rev. Allan S. Meck 
presided. There was only one paper read, 
that of Rev. J. S. Peters, who also served 
as host to the ministers. His subject was, 
‘«The Marks of Effective Evangelism.’’ Dr. 
Richards was present and presented a ten- 
tative plan for Church union with several 
religious bodies. He read the plan and it 
was discussed for more than an hour, The 
members seemed pleased with the outlook 
and freely expressed themselves so. There 
were 40 men present, supper was served 
in the social rooms of the Church. 


In the Swamp-Amity Charge, Boyer- 
town, Pa., Rev. Howard A. Althouse, pas- 
tor, offerings were taken for the orphans 
at the 3 congregations. The Christmas 
festivals were well prepared and largely 
attended. Dawn services were held at two 
Churches. At St. Paul’s, Amityville, a 
Candle Light service was held, the sermon 
was preached by Rev. Paul J. Dundore, the 
Lutheran pastor. At Bechtelsville the pas- 
tor preached to a crowded Church at the 
Dawn Service on Christmas. Gifts, to the 
value of $100, were received by the pas- 


DORAN’S MINISTERS MANUAL 


A Study and Pulpit Guide for 1929 
Edited by 
Rev. G. B. F. HALLOCK, D.D. 


This book utilizes for the benefit of 
the minister the idea which has been so 
successful in the Sunday School Teach- 
ers’ Annuals. 

It covers the calendar year and pro- 
vides material for every Sunday. There 
are sermons, illustrations, stories, notes 
on the Sunday School Lessons, ete. 

There are blank pages for the minister’s 
own ideas, and a weekly calendar for 
noting his engagements. 

A Diversified Book of 728 pages— 
every page profuse with ideas; designed 
and bound for service. 


NET, $2.00 
Publication and Sunday School Board 
of the Reformed Church 
Schaff Building 
1p05 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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tor and his family. The indebtedness on 
the Amityville Church has been reduced to 
$4,000. In spite of the influenza epidemic, 
the communion at St. Paul’s was well at- 
tended on Jan, 6. 

In Oalvary Church, Turtle Creek, Pa., 
Rev. John A. Yount, pastor, Mr. D. C. 
Hershberger, an official of the Westing- 
house Company and a teacher in the Sun- 
day School, delivered a lecture Sunday 
night, Jan. 6, on ‘The South America That 
Hoover Saw.’? About 75 pictures taken 
by the speaker during his tour of South 
America some time ago were thrown on 
the sereen. A large congregation enjoyed 
this very timely presentation. The week 
of prayer services held Jan. 7-11 in the 
various Churches of the town in rotation 
proved very helpful. The pastor of Cal- 
vary preached in the M. P. Church, Rev. 
A. R. Mansberger, pastor, on Jan. 8. The 
New Year’s communion held Jan. 13 was 
well attended. The Alpha Kappa basket- 
ball team of Calvary plays an opposing 
team every Wednesday evening at 9 0’- 
clock in the public school gym, 

Following the custom of a number of 
years the choir of the Trinity Church, Ber- 
lin, Pa., Rev. D. S. Stephan, pastor, pre- 
sented Sunday evening, Dec. 23, both to the 
congregation and the community at large, 
a very striking Christmas cantata entitled 
‘<The Manger and the Star.’? Approxi- 
mately 800 persons shared in the pleasure 
of the affair. The choir is under the di- 
rection of Mr. Don M. Kimmel, who enjoys 
a wide reputation as a very capable musi- 
eal director. Mrs. W. P. Shaw presided at 
the organ in her usual skillful manner. 
Soprano soloists were Miss Mary Shaw 
and Mrs. Bertha Saylor; baritone soloist, 
Mr. J. P. McCabe; mixed quartet, Mr, and 
Mrs. Merle H. Hay, Mrs. J. B. Rinick, Mr. 
Harry H. Glessner; ladies quartet, Mrs. 
Willard Glessner, Misses Caroline Saylor, 
Alda Engle and Evelyn Fogel; tenor solo- 
ist, Mr. D. M. Kimmel. 


At Zion’s Church, Ashland, Pa., Rev. I. 
M. Schaeffer, D. D., pastor, the Christmas 
dawn service was largely attended. The 
senior choir rendered an excellent musical 
program; the junior choir gave a program 
of music and song at the evening service 
on Dee, 30, Mrs. A. R. Keim, organist and 
chorister. On Christmas evening the pri- 
mary department gave an unusually fine 
program, Miss Cora E. Duenger superin- 
tendent. The combined offering for Beth- 
any Orphans’ Home was $672.28, the best 
ever. In addition to this sum an individual 
contribution of $150 brought the total to 
$822.28. The financial statement presented 
at the congregational meeting revealed the 
delightful fact that the receipts for cur- 
rent expenses were more than $500 in ex- 
cess of the previous year, ‘‘The Reformed 
Church Messenger’’ will go into 146 homes 
in the year 1929. - 

The Ministerium of Western North Caro- 
lina met on Jan. 1, 1929, at Lenoir in the 
home of Rev. J. C. Peeler. After calling 
the meeting to order the devotional period 
was conducted by Rev. H. C. Kelermeyer, 
who read from Mark 10:17-28. Revs. Dr. 
G. Longaker and J. A. Koons led in prayer. 
The sermon outline presented by Rev. Mr. 
Kellermeyer was on the theme: ‘‘Why 
Callest Thou Me Good?’’? The thought, be- 
ing taken from the words of Christ, was 
searching. The outline was well worked 
out. Under the form of new business, 
Church Union was discussed. A communi- 
cation from Rey. J. C. Leonard touching 
on this subject provoked much thought. 
The expression of this point was an in- 
dication that this association is looking 
forward to the day when Christ’s work 
can be carried on in this more efficient way. 
A vote of thanks was taken, expressing 
the gratitude of the organization to Rev. 
and Mrs. John ©. Peeler for their kind 
hospitality and New Year dinner. 


In Christ Church, Middletown, Md., Rev. 
J. S. Adam, pastor, the Christmas season 
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A BIT OF SILVER LINING 


At this particular time of the 
year when the discontinued 
subscriptions for the ‘‘Messen- 
ger’’ push hard upon the heels 
of the renewals, the Subscrip- 
tion Department often goes 
about its duties with a heavy 
heart. 

There is abundant reason for 
this, when we see the result of 
the hard work of the year so 
seriously impaired and when we 
dare consider that this falling 
off or lack of interest in the 
Church Paper may indicate the 
spiritual temperature of a num- 
ber of Church-members. Then 
the clouds hang a bit lower. If 
there were willows about the of- 
fice, the harps would certainly 
be hung thereon. The joyful lay, 
‘“How dear to our hearts is the 
constant subscriber,’’ gives 
place to the minor strain, “‘Oh 
where is my wandering renewal 
today, etc.’’ 
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Just when we are the most 
disheartened our hopes are re- 
vived by some of our faithful 
pastors,—and we are able to 
take up our tasks with renewed 
vigor. 

Such a boost to our spirits 
was administered by two loyal 
friends of the ‘‘Messenger’’, 
Revs. Joseph J. Gilbert, Emlen- 
ton, Pa, and J. Wm. Zehring, 
Mountville, Pa., both of whom 
return complete reports on the 
list of present subscribers sent 
them during the Church Paper 
Day Campaign. In each case, 
every subscription was account- 
ed for; practically all subscrip- 
tions were renewed and several 
new ones added. What a satis- 
faction such clean records bring 
to our workers here in the of- 
fice! We can tell from such re- 
ports just how ‘‘Messenger’’ 
matters stand in these congre- 
gations. 

MAY WE HAVE THE RE.- 
PORT FROM YOUR CON- 
GREGATION? WHY NOT 
TAKE THE LIST OF YOUR 
SUBSCRIBERS, WHICH WE 
HAVE SENT YOU, INTO THE 
PULPIT NEXT SUNDAY AND 
ASK FOR RENEWALS AS 
WELL AS NEW SUBSCRIP- 
TIONS? WE WILL BE GLAD 
TO HEAR FROM YOU. WILL 
YOU JOIN THE RANKS OF 
THE JOY BRINGERS? 


* 


just closed has been one of great joy and 
inspiration, beginning with the annual ser- 
vice on Christmas, entitled, ‘‘Star of 
Promise,’’ and the illustration on the cover 
of the printed service was used as a basis 
for the decorative scheme. The improved 
Church auditorium was more than filled 
with an attentive audience. On the after- 
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noon of Dee. 27, a Christmas party for the 
children of the elementary grades was held 
in the new Church School addition, with 
the parents as guest of honor. The cant- 
ata, ‘*The Greatest Gift,’’ was beautifully 
rendered on the night of Dec. 29 by the 
combined choirs of the town under the 
direction of Mr. E. L. Coblentz, It has 
been said, ‘‘This musical treat has come 
to be recognized as the final gesture in 
the observance of the Christmas festival.’’ 
The usual interesting C. E. social with the 
public invited was held on New Year’s 
Eve. This was followed by an impressive 
Watch service in the Church. On Jan. 6, 
the Holy Communion was partaken of by 
a large number. 

The Zion Church of Nanticoke, Pa., Rev. 
Robert W. Hucke, pastor, had a very de- 
lightful Christmas season with special serv- 
ices and anthems, suitable to the season, 
the Sunday before Christmas. The organ- 
istist also rendered exceptionally fine de- 
scriptive Christmas music, The Junior 
Choir, under the direction of the organist, 
Mrs. Hucke, rendered a cantata. On 
Christmas day at 5.45 there was tower 
music and at 6 A. M. an early dawn Can- 
dle service and in the evening the S. S. 
gave a very fine pageant. All services 
were very well attended. The Church also 
elected new officers, Mr. Rudolph Wer- 
muth becoming an Elder and Mr. Harold 
Weaver and Mr. William Holloway, Dea- 
cons, The latter, Mr. William Holloway, 
passed to his eternal home just a few days 
‘before he would have been ordained and 
installed. He was buried the day before 
Christmas. Mr. Floyd Ginter has been 
nominated by the Consistory to fill his 
place. The S. S. also, after considerable 
deliberation, nominated and elected Mrs. 
George Eckerd as Superintendent. This is 
the first time in Zion 8S. S. that a lady 
has been superintendent. Watch night 
services were also held New Year’s Eve 
from 11.30 to 12.10, with the chimes ring- 
ing out the old year and in the new. 


The Christmas season in the Mount 
Pleasant, Pa., Charge, Rev. Paul T. Stone- 
sifer, pastor, was suitably observed. The 
S. 8. of St. John’s Union Church gave a 
Christmas program on Sunday evening, 
Dee. 23. Early service was held in the 
First Church at 6.30 A, M., Christmas Day, 
according to long established custom. Fri- 
day evening, Dec. 28, the young people of 
First Church, under the direction of Miss 
Vida Shumar, presented very creditably a 
dramatization of Dickens’ ‘‘Christmas 
Carol.’’ Special offerings were taken in 
the charge during the Christmas season 
for St. Paul’s Orphans’ Home. On Wed- 
nesday evening, Jan. 2, Miss Toshiko 
Hosobori, a member of the Church in Wa- 
kamatsu, Japan, and at present a student 
in Keuka College, Keuka Park, N. Y., ad- 
dressed a meeting of the W. M. S., which 
was followed by a social hour. Miss Hoso- 
buri was a holiday guest in the home of 
Rev. and Mrs. W. C. Nugent, here on fur- 
lough and soon to return to Wakamatsu. 
At the Communion service on Sunday morn- 
ing, Jan. 6, the pastor was assisted by Rev. 
Mr. Nugent, and also, in distributing the 
elements, by Elder Chas. A. Graul, Mrs. 
Nugent’s father. 


Catawba Charge, Conover, N. C., Rev. 
W. R. Shaffer, pastor, enjoyed a Christmas 
full of blessings. At the annual bazaar 
given by the Ladies’ Aid, not only was a 
good time provided, but a profit of $160 
made for Church purposes. The Christmas 
services were well attended at all 3 
Churches in the charge. At Conover the 
decorations were exceptional, and the ser- 
viee of a deeply devotional nature. ‘‘The 
Angel’s Message’’ was given in the form 
of a pageant. Much comment was passed 
concerning the outside decorations. A 
large electric star was placed high on the 
tower which could be seen for some dis- 
tance up and down the main street. Con- 
over also enjoyed an early service on 
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Christmas morning. The Smyrna 8. 8. 
gave a little play called, ‘‘Christmas at 
Gooseberry Glen.’’? The Brookford service 
was also good. Here again there was a 
record-breaking crowd in spite of sickness. 
Many gifts were presented, and the pastor 
and his wife were well remembered. The 
Conover people surprised them before 
Christmas with a pounding. Many things 
were given, including 68 pounds of sugar, 
fruit cake and a chicken. The Christmas 
service at Conover also included a ‘‘ White 
Gift’’ program. It was a real expression 
of worship. Worth mentioning is the fact 
that Conover disposed of the note on the 
parsonage. This is now paid in full. Dur- 
ing the Christmas season there was a Mis- 
sion Band Party and a C. E. Social held in 
the parsonage. The next task for the 
Conover people is to build a new Church. 
It is needed. May God lead in this. 

In Lischey’s Charge, Spring Grove, Pa., 
Rev. J. N. Faust, pastor, the Christmas 
season was observed by the Sunday Schools 
of the charge, with splendid exercises by 
the children, Christmas sermons by the 
pastor. Liberal offering for the Hoffman 
Orphanage. Fine Watch Night service at 
St. Peter’s Church. Program of musical 
numbers by the S. S. orchestra, anthems, 
male Chorus numbers, vocal solos by the 
Church choir and by members of the Trin- 
ity Chureh Choir, Rev. E. V. Strasbaugh, 
pastor. The community chorus of the St. 
Peter’s Church also sang several num- 
bers. The service featuring the Watch 
Night service was in charge of Rev. Mr. 
Faust, The Scripture Readings were 
Christ’s references to ‘‘the light of the 
world.’? Special music was played on the 
new pipe organ by the organist, Miss Es- 
ther Miller. The pastor lighted a large 
candle on the altar, lighting his own candle 
at this light. The officers of the Church 
and Sunday School and 8S. 8S. teachers, came 
to the altar and chancel having their lights 
lighted, first the elders, then the deacons, 
on down to the Jast person present in the 
congregation. Some of our good Gospel 
lymns were sung by the more than 200 
people present. ‘‘Watchman tell us of 
the Night,’’ was sung by the choir, with 
the response by the congregation. The 
hymns selected led the worshiper in praise 
to the consecration hymn, ‘‘Jesus I Live 
to Thee.’’? The brotherhood circle was 
formed during which the hymn, ‘‘Blest be 
the Tie That Binds,’’ was sung. All pres- 
ent joined hands. It was a beautiful sight 
indeed, when all the candles were lighted 
and more than 200 worshipers, children 
and old folks, joined in the singing of the 
grand old hymns. 


The Christmas season was ushered in in 
St. John’s Church, Evans City, Pa., Dr. H. 
H. Long, pastor, and V. A. Barnhart, 8. 
S. Supt., on Dec. 23, when the choir rend- 
ered the cantata, ‘‘ Yuletide Memories,’’ in 
the morning, which was highly appreciated 
by the large audience. A pageant had to 
be postponed because of so much illness 
among the members. The Primary Dept. 
rendered a cantata Christmas evening. Of- 
fering for St. Paul’s Orphanage, $65. Dr. 
and Mrs. Long were very kindly remem- 
bered by the congregation at Christmas 
time. Holy Communion was celebrated 
Dec. 30; on account of so much illness 
only about 60% of the membership com- 
muned. In the evening Dr. Long preached 
an illustrated sermon on ‘‘The Other Wise 
Man,’’ using 50 artistic colored slides. Miss 
Grace Kreitzberg gave a reading and Miss 
Gladys Ziegler sang a solo, The young 
people of the Church, under the leader- 
ship of Mrs. Long, held a Watch Night on 
New Year’s Eve, which was greatly en- 
joyed. Rev. Mr. Lowry, of the M. HE. 
Church, delivered a short address in the 
service held at 11.45. 


In St. Mark’s Church, Cressona, Pa., Rev. 
N. H. Fravel, pastor, the children of the 
Beginners’ and Primary Depts., in charge 
of Mrs. J. W. Bittle and Mrs. N. H. 


Charles W. Bolton Acchitect 


A Stady toward better Ecclesiasticalrchite ctarehelptil 
insolving various Church problems .«~9 Iilustrated 
Distributed by The Presbyteitan is ice 
1505 Race Street Philadelphia Fa. 

Price 50 Cents : 


Write quick for new proposition. We 
offer $8.00 a day anda new Chevrolet 
Coach, for demonstrating and taking 
orders for Comer All-Weather 
Topcoats and Raincoats. Spare 
time. No experience required. 
Sample outfit free. Write now. 
Comer Mfg. Co. Dept. W-719 


Dayton, O. 


Fravel, respectively, assisted by the sec- 
ond Junior choir, very acceptably rend- 
ered a Christmas program during the hour 
of the Church School assembly, Sunday 
morning, Dee. 23. This was followed by 
the regular Church service, the pastor’s 
theme expressing the Christmas spirit, and 
the first Junior choir singing from the 
choir loft, At the evening service the 
senior choir sang the cantata, ‘‘King of 
Kings,’’? directed by Dr. G. O. O. Santee. 
At 6 A. M. Christmas Day, a very inspir- 
ing service was rendered. After the medi- 
tation by the pastor on ‘‘No Room in the 
Inn,’’ the first Junior choir sang the 
cantata, ‘‘Chimes of the Holy Night,’’ by 
Holton, directed by Mrs. Fravel. The 
audience was the largest in the history of 
the dawn services, A pageant, ‘‘The 
Echo of a Song,’’ was presented by the 
Junior and Intermediate Depts. at the 
Christmas evening service. Offering for 
Bethany Orphans’ Home $250. Holy Com- 
munion was observed Jan, 6. 


A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Insincerity 

From time to time, the writer, a pastor, 
has members of the Reformed Church de- 
cline to unite with the Church he serves on 
the grounds that his Church follows the 
Order of Worship, has a vested choir, with 
processional and recessional hymns; and 
therefore they do not feel at home in a 
Church of that kind because they are ac- 
customed to the non-liturigical service. 

Whenever possible, the writer, for years, 
has followed the Church history of these 
people and he has come to the conclusion 
that not in one instance in fifty is the 
reason given sincere. There are other rea- 
sons. To cite a few cases as examples: 

1. Real reason: Wanted to put himself 
solid with his employer by joining his 
Church. 

2. Real reason: Wanted to join a Church 
where he could secure a paid position in 
the choir. 

3. Real reason: Had business he de- 
sired to exploit and did not find the type 
of business men he desired in the writer’s 
congregation. (N. B. His business failed). 

4. Real reason: Social climber. Writer’s 
congregation not noted for bridge parties 
and dances. 

5. Real reason: Feared he would have 
to help to pay Church debt. 

6. This case needs enlargement. Rea- 
son for not uniting with Church:—Not ac- 
customed to service. A Presbyterian pas- 
tor followed the Reformed pastor, and the 
family told him the reason they did not 
join the Reformed Church was their not 
being accustomed to the service. They 
would probably join a Presbyterian Church. 
But as they did not join his Church in a 
reasonable time, the Presbyterian pastor 
called again. and to his amazement they 
told him they were going to unite with a 
Church which had a liturgical service far 
more elaborate than the writer’s Church. 

These various cases have convinced the 
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writer that the forty-nine out of fifty per- 
sons refusing to join his Church on the 
plea of being unaccustomed to the Order 
of Worship are INSINCERE. They have 
social, business or pecuniary reason for not 
uniting. 

On the other side. the writer has had 
men and women who were sincere Reform- 


ed Church people, always accustomed to a 
free service, unite with his Church and 
never raise a question about the form of 
service. 


One such man, after most active work 
in the Church for five years, came to the 
pastor and said: ‘‘You know I have here- 
tofore always belonged to the so-called 
free Church. Your service was at first some- 
what strange, but I am Reformed and here 
is where I belonged and here is where I 
determined to stay. I want to say to you 
now, that I never knew the beauty and 
joy of our Order of Worship. I never be- 
fore knew its significance. I never before 
knew we Reformed people had such a 
thing as a Church year. Worship for me 
has now a far deeper spiritual meaning 
than it ever had.’’ 

—Palatinate. 


WHAT HAS THE NEW YEAR IN 
STORE? 


The Rev, Walter E. Garrett, pastor of 
Kreutz Creek Charge, York Co., Pa., con- 
tributed the following answer to the above 
query in a Symposium requested from 
prominent citizens by the ‘‘ York Gazette 
and Daily’’: 

‘‘T>) the question of this symposium, 
‘What does the New Year have in store 
for us?’, I shall not attempt to give an 
economie, a social or a national forecast. 
But in. the midst of the flight of the 
months; in the passage from the old to the 
new year, there is a residuum left. If we 
succeed in finding it, we have an answer 
to our question. This residuum consists of 
great spiritual fundamentals which under- 
lie all fields of activity; which outlast the 
changes of seasons or years; and project 
themselves into the future, yes, on into 
eternity itself. Let us note "then what the 
New Year has in store for us: 

1. Higher Ideals. 

The ideal is ever beyond us, in fact, 
must be. or it ceases to be the ideal. The 
New Year beckons us on to attain our 
ideals. It may be a long, hard climb, but 
never was there a year with more glorious 
ideals before us, than 1929. 

The failures and the successes of the past 
with their accumulated blessings and ills 
are all our very own to take into the 
New Year. These remain with us as Ex- 
perience. Someone has said, ‘Experience 
is the extract of suffering.’ It is that; and 
it is also the essence of all that is lovely 


and sweet and helpful in life. Experience 
may be a warning because of inflicted 
penalties or an incentive because of re- 
wards of following our higher ideals. We 
need the old year and the new to complete 
life. As Edgar Guest puts it: 


‘Old years and new years with all their 
pain and strife, 

Are but the bricks and steel and stone 
with which we fashion life; 

So put the sin and the shame away, and 
keep the fine and true 

And on the glory of the past, let’s build 
the better new.’ 


2. Hope. 

There never was a year that held more 
hope in store for the world than 1929. With 
all the advance in scientific achievements, 
with all the efforts to achieve idealism, 
the New Year will approximate these ideals 
more efficiently than any other. 


Whatever the outcome of the Kellogg 
Peace Pact in the Senate, the American 
people are committed to the outlawry of 
war as a policy of international relation- 
ships, more than ever before. An enlighten- 
ed public opinion is the best asset of uni- 
versal peace. The Golden Age is still before 
us, not behind us, as in the old Greek and 
Roman worlds, Browning voices the ¢on- 
viction of the Christian: ‘Come, grow old 
with me, the best is yet to be.’ As we 
look forward to the new year, therefore, 
hope for the higher, brighter, better, is in 
store for us in ever increasing measure. 


WHAT OUR PHILADELPHIA MEN SAY 


In the last bulletin issued by the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Men’s Social Union 
of the Reformed Church of Philadelphia the 
laymen of Philadelphia say: 


“‘The following denominations have 
raised or are planning to raise the amounts 
specified for their Sustentation Fund, 
thereby enabling them to pension their 
aged and disabled ministers: 


Denomination 
Episcopalian . . 
Presbyterian .. 


Baptists (North) 
Congregationalists . , 


United, Earthergnigieaencdaeiten. aeunlvis stern : 
Disciples. of |Oheisipes dep feel wie = sicrarate 
Reformed Church in America.......... 
Reformed Church in the United States.... 


The Methodist Church is asking for an 
additional amount. The Reformed Church 
in the United States (our Church) secured 
for the Sustentation Fund $339,768 through 
the Forward Movement; 930 congregations 
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Methodists (North) : : : ; ; : : 4 ; : - ; 
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3. God. 

Mountains are wearing down, seas are 
fillmg up, the sun is losing heat, society it- 
self is being reconstructed, hairs turn gray, 
furrows deepen—but amidst all the flux 
and flow is God; ‘God over all, blessed for- 
evermore.’ 

We can not write the new year without 
being reminded, as we think below the sur- 
face of things, of God and Jesus Christ. 
This is the year of our Lord, 1929. This 
is the Christian era, not the Roman, or 
Jewish, or Mohammedan era, but the Chris- 
tian era, which has well nigh supplanted 
all other methods of reckoning time. 


The very fact that a great anniversary 
now is being systematically carried out 
over the space of three years, commemorat- 
ing the 19th Centenary of our Lord’s min- 
istry on earth shows the tribute that a 
grateful world is giving to God in Christ 
Jesus. 

The year 1929 may be a veritable year of 
grace. God ever has a star to guide seek- 
ing hearts; Bethlehem is never farther 
away than the soul-distance between indi- 
vidual and God. 


‘But in this world of sin 
Where meek souls will receive Him 
still, 
The dear Christ enters in.’ 


This is our part—to open the hearts 
door; and this no one else can do for us. 


God help us to make the needed effort, and 


He will remain through the years.’’ 


out of a total of 1,735 have promised $930,- 
000 and paid $250,000. Our Treasurer, Dr. 
Eugene L. McLean, has $850,000 in hand, 
and the goal set by the time General Synod 
meets in May is $1,000,000. 

Why should this Sustentation Fund be 
not only complete but even increased? : 

1. Attract the finest and ablest young 
men to our ministry. 

2. The pastors can do more and better 
work. 


Proposed Amt, Per 

Amount Communicants Member 
.. .$20,000,000 1,190,938 $16.79 
... 22,000,000 2,597,136 8.47 
... 18,000,000 4,592,004 3.93 
.+- 11,000,000 1,392,920 7.90 
-+» 9,000,000 914,698 9.84 
«.. 4,157,000 890,671 4.67 
--. 8,000,000 1,481,376 5.40 
-+. 1,000,000 151,281 6.62 

1,668,318 351,926 4.74 


3. There will be fewer withdrawals from 
the ministry, 

4. Ministers can give full-time service. 

5. Congregations need not support their 
aged and disabled pastors.’’ 
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UNCLE JOE and the OLD 
MACKINAW BEAR 


Frances Margaret Fox 


When Uncle Joe Davenport was a little 
boy he lived at the MeGulpin Point Light- 


house, two miles from Old Mackinaw. His 
father was the light keeper at McGulpin 
Point, and little Joe had enough brothers 
and sisters; so he was never lonely. 

In those days the trail between the 


village of Old Mackinaw and the Kkght- 
house was through beautiful woods. At 
the end of the trail leading to the light- 
house clearing, the trees met overhead, 
forming a long green bower. All Mack- 
inaw children loved to walk under this 
straight, enchanting archway, because it 
reminded them of Fairyland. 

The Davenports owned a cow whose 
name was ‘‘Nine-y.’? No one remembers 
now why she was given such an unusual 
name, 


Away back in that long ago, before 
there were any automobiles or airplanes 


in the world, all Mackinaw cows were 
turned loose in the summer mornings to 
wander wherever they chose until evening. 


They wore bells around their necks. 


Nine-y, too, wore a bell that sounded like 
music. 


Every morning after milking time, 
Nine-y used to go as fast as she could 
travel into the woods, to meet the Old 
Mackinaw cows. They, too, used to start 
for the woods after milking time, as fast 
as they could travel. All day long these 
cows, ten or eleven or more of them, must 


have had delightful times together, ae 


+) 
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grass, switching flies with their tails, and 
jingling their bells, Children picking 
flowers along the trail used to hear the 
cowbells jingling, and sometimes, just for 
fun, they answered when the cows said 
*“Maw—ma-a-w!?? 

Every day when it began to grow dark 
in the woods, the Old Mackinaw cows al- 
ways started toward their homes. Surely, 
Nine-y knew enough to say good-night to 
her cow friends and start back toward the 
lighthouse where she belonged. But Nine-y 
liked company. She never could bring her- 
self to say good-night to the Old Mack- 
inaw cows. Instead, she used to go along 
with them straight toward their home 
barns, instead of toward her own comfort- 
able lighthouse barn. 

So, every afternoon, little Joe Daven- 
port had to go after his cow. And the 
sooner he started, the better it was for 
him, If he waited too long he had to walk 
almost all the way to Old Mackinaw after 
Nine-y, and two miles home again behind 
her switching tail, 

One afternoon little Joe went after 
Nine-y as usual. Nime-y said ‘‘Maw— 
maw,’’ to little Joe when he found her, and 
back to the lighthouse they started. 

Nine-y’s bell jingled pleasantly, and 
little Joe was so happy that he whistled as 
he trudged along the narrow road behind 
his cow. 

Suddenly Nine-y stopped. She planted 
her four feet in the road so firmly that it 
didn’t seem as if she could ever go again. 
Nine-y didn’t say one word nor make a 
sound. She didn’t jingle her bell—not 
even one little jing! 

Joe couldn’ imagine what was the mat- 
ter with his cow. He stopped whistling. 
Then he told Nine-y to ‘‘Go along!’’ She 
wouldn’t. So he gave her a few friendly 
whacks on the back. Even then she would 
not stir. She didn’t swish her tail to 
brush off the flies, nor so much*as wiggle 
an ear. Nine-y stood as solidly and. as 
silently as if she had been turned into a 
stone cow. 

Joe could not understand why Nine-y 
behaved like that. He walked out beside 
her and looked to see if anything was 
coming down the road. There was! Cold 
chills began chasing up and down little 
Joe’s back. An. enormous bear was com- 
ing down the road toward the boy and his 
cow! Then Joe seemed to be turning into 
stone. He didn’t know what to do, nor 
where to turn; so he stood as still as 
Nine-y. 

Now it may be that the bear was just 
naturally polite, and it may be that he 
didn’t like the looks of Nine-y’s horns. 
They were long, and white, and ended in 
sharp points. Anyway, the huge bear step- 
ped off the road and walked away into the 
woods. ; 

Then Nine-y stepped along quickly, and 
Joe walked beside her instead of behind. 
He walked on the side away from the bear. 
It was more comforting to have big 
Nine-y between him and the side of the 
woods where a great, great bear had gone 
walking. He didn’t care to shake hands 
with a bear that had paws the size of a 
porcupine! 

When little Joe was sure they had left 
the bear. far behind, he ran and left 
Nine-y to hurry home as fast as any cow 
could travel. The boy was barefooted, and 
he sped away so swiftly it is a wonder 
that Nine-y didn’t call ‘‘Maw—maw’’ 
after him. 

When Joe reached the lighthouse he was 
so out of breath that at first all he could 
say was—‘‘Bear—bear!’’ 

His father was not at home, but big 
Sister Lizzie said, ‘‘Where is the bear? 
We’ll go and shoot him!’’ 

By the time Joe could tell the whole 
story of his great adventure, Nine-y was 
in sight. She was almost at the entrance 
of the green lane where the tall trees met 
overhead. 

When Nine-y was safely in the barn, 


‘heard from Him 


big Sister Lizzie was ready with her gun. 
“*Come,’’ said she to her small brother, 
‘‘we must shoot that bear!’’ 

It seems strange that their mother 
didn’t say, as Joe hoped that she would, 
‘*No, Lizzie, wait until your father comes 
home!’?? But she only smiled and said 
nothing. Perhaps she thought that her 
little Joe only imagined that he saw a 
bear, 

Anyway big Sister Lizzie had often 
practiced shooting at a mark, and her 
father said she was ‘‘a good shot.’’ Little 
Joe didn’t want to go back to the woods, 
but when big Sister Lizzie said, ‘‘Come 
and show me where you saw that bear,’’ 
like that, he had to go. ‘‘Besides,’’ said 
she, ‘we can’t let a bear live out out here 
in our cow pasture! ’’ 

So Lizzie shouldered her gun, and she 
and Joe walked quietly into the woods. 
Before they had gone half a mile they 
found the huge bear. There he was, walk- 
ing along the road, coming straight to- 
ward them. And, oh, but he was a big 
fellow! 

Up went Lizzie’s gun and ‘‘Bang!!!”’ 
it said. 

It may be that the shot from the gun 
hit a tree somewhere back in the woods, 
but it didn’t hit the old bear. However, 
the loud ‘‘bang’’ frightened that poor in- 
nocent bear almost out of his senses. 

Little Joe was frightened, too, but he 
could not help laughing when he saw that 
huge bear jump up and down, up and 
down, The bear was so seared that he tore 
holes in the road, and it was half a 
minute before he trotted swiftly off into 
the woods. 

All this happened about forty years ago, 
and no bear has ever been seen in the 
lighthouse woods from that day to this; so 
it may be that Unele Joe Davenport is 
right. He says that he believes that per- 
haps the big bear has never yet stopped 
running! 


‘‘What is that big thing over there?’’ 
asked a young lady visitor at the locomo- 
tive plant. ‘‘That’s a locomotive boiler,’’ 
he replied. She puckered up her brows: 
“And what do they boil locomotives for?’’ 
“«T9 make the locomotive tender,’’ and the 
young man from the office never smiled.— 
The Overhere Digest. 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D, D. 


THE BLESSING OF LIGHT 


Text, Genesis 1:4, ‘‘And God saw the 
light, that it was good.’’ 


Light is one of the greatest blessings of 
life. Without it we could not live. The 
writer of the first part of the book of 
Genesis, with his wonderful faith and his 
simple and beautiful style, tells us: ‘‘And 
God said, Let there be light: and there 
was light, And God saw the light that it 
was good: and God divided the light from 
the darkness.’’ 

God did not make living creatures until 
after He had created light, because it 
would not have been possible to keep life 
going without light. To the presence and 
power of light is due all life and progress 
and beauty. 

St. John tells us in his first epistle, ‘‘God 
is light, and in Him ig no darkness at all.’’ 
But he acknoweldges that he did not have 
this wonderful knowledge of himself, but 
that it came from Christ, for he says: 
‘And this is the message which we have 
and announce unto 
you, that God is light, and in Him is no 
darkness at all.’’ 

Jesus calls Himself ‘‘the Light of the 
World,’’ as He is quoted by St. John in 
his gospel: ‘‘I am the Light of the World: 
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he that followeth Me shall not walk in the 
darkness, but shall have the light of life.’’ 


As the sun is the light of our natural life, 
so is Christ the light of our spiritual life. 
At another time Jesus said, ‘‘ When I am in 


the world, I am the Light of the World.’’ 
In His Sermon on the Mount He paid a 
high compliment to His followers when He 
said, ‘‘Ye are the light of the world;’’ 
and then added the admonition: ‘‘ Even so 
let your light shine before man; that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven.’’ 

Light brings health, beauty, safety and 
life. When the sun shines, its rays kill the 
microbes of disease and purify the foul 
places of the earth. The healing power of 
light is being recognized more and more. 
Many persons are cured by exposing them- 
selves to the rays of the sun a certain 
length of time every day. 

In some river valleys mists settle during 
the night over the land near the river, and 
lie cold and damp upon the meadows and 
the hill sides. It is not until the sun rises 
and shines down warm upon them that 
they begin to move, and after a while they 
rise and disappear in the air and the re- 
gion about the river becomes clear and 
bright and beautiful. So Christ shines upon 
the mists and troubles that brood over our 
souls and drives them away so that peace 
and comfort and happiness take their 
places. 

Light is one of the most beautiful things 
God has made, and it makes other things 
beautiful. All the beauty that we see in 
the world around us we owe to the light. 
Beauty cannot be seen when it is dark. 
You must have light to see and enjoy 
beauty. 

A little boy was much interested in a 
pocket mirror with which one of his com- 
panions flashed sunshine into corners and 
made it dance on the floor and ceiling. So 
his father gave him one, and he hurried off 
to try it. But he soon came back, saying, 
“«Pather, it won’t act.’?’? He had been test- 
ing it in a dark cellar used as a workshop, 
and his father had to explain to him that 
for a mirror to flash it must be held in the 
sunshine, 


Light gives beauty to the flowers. Jesus 
noticed this beauty when He said that even 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of them. In one of the schools of 
a great city there was an annual flower 
show, at which prizes were awarded. And 
in the slums of this same city lived a little 
crippled girl to whom someone had given 
a small geranium. Day by day she watched 
and tended her plant, and day by day the 
plant grew more beautiful. And when the 
day of the flower show came, the little 
cripple’s geranium easily carried off the 
prize. When the judges asked her the se- 
cret of its beauty she told them that she 
always kept it in the sun’s rays, moving it 
as the sun travelled on. As the sun gives 
beauty and strength to the flowers, so 
Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, gives 
beauty and strength to our lives. 


THE JANUARY 
BOOK 


Selected by theEditorial Committee 
of the Religious Book Club, is 


METHODS OF PRIVATE 
RELIGIOUS LIVING 


By HENRY NELSON WIEMAN 


219 pages, AND MAY BE SECURED 
FOR $1.75, Postpaid, 
FROM 


PUBLICATION & 8. 8. BOARD OF 
THE REFORMED CHURCH 
1505 Race St. 3 Philadelphia, Pa, 
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The light has a life-giving power, quick- 

ening every seed and breathing a balmy 

breath upon the whole earth so that it 

blossoms into beauty and fragrance. 

Everything that Christ smiles upon is 

richly blest, and those who follow Him 

shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 

the light of life. 


Light is also an assurance of safety. 
There is danger in darkness. Many chil- 
dren dislike the darkness, and sometimes, 
when they go to bed, hide their heads under 
the bedclothes, shut their eyes tight, and 
try to fall asleep and forget about the 
darkness. But when the morning comes, 
and the sunlight streams in through the 
windows, there is a sense of joy and of 
safety, and all fear is gone. Christ, as the 
Light of the World, drives away darkness 
and fear, ignorance and superstition, and 
brings peace and joy and a sense of safety 
to those who put their trust in Him. 

How unfortunate are blind people, who 
cannot see the beauties which surround us 
in life! We ought to thank God every day 
that we can see and enjoy the glories of 
this ‘‘great, wide, beautiful, wonderful 
world.’’ Many persons are spiritually 
blind, and cannot see the wonders of God’s 
love and goodness. In Christ we see these 
wonders exemplified. 

There are a number of instruments which 
have been invented to show us wonders and 
beauties in the universe which we could 
not see with the naked eye. Wherever the 
ending ‘‘scope’’ is found in a word you 
may be sure that it has something to do 
with sight and light. ‘‘Scope’’ is a Greek 
ending and means ‘‘to look at.’’ 

The telescope is an instrument through 
whieh to look at objects that are far off. 
By means of the telescope men see stars 
which the naked eye could never see, They 
are now working on the largest telescope 
in the world, and when it is completed no 
doubt new stars will be discovered which 
no eye but God’s has ever seen, although 
they have existed for millions of years. 
Some of you may some day be able to look 
through this telescope. 

The microscope is an instrument through 
which to look at small objects which could 
not be seen without its help. There are 
many small insects and other objects which 
are brought to light by the microscope. 
3ut this instrument will be useless in the 
dark. The microscope has been a wonder- 
ful help in understanding and curing differ- 
ent diseases. 

We have a toy at home called a kaleido- 
scope, by means of whiich we can see many 
beautiful forms as they arrange themselves 
in the tube into which we look. In fact, 
the word ‘‘kaleidoscope’’ comes from three 
Greek words which mean ‘‘to look at 
beautiful forms.’’ I derived much pleasure 
from the kaleidoscope when I was a boy. 
It consists of a tube about eight inches or 
a foot in length. Into this tube are placed 
two oblong pieces of mirror at an angle of 
about sixty degrees. Sometimes three mir- 
rors are used, The eye-end is closed with 
cardboard which has a small hole in the 
centre covered by plain glass, through 
which the observer looks into the tube. The 
other end is closed with muffled or slightly 
frosted glass and about an inch further into 
the tube a plain, round piece of glass is 
placed parallel with the frosted piece. Be- 
tween these two round pieces of glass are 
placed small particles of colored glass or 
colored celluloid. When you look into the 
tube, holding it toward the light and turn- 
ing the tube with your fingers, you will see 


THE PASTOR SAYS— 
By John Andrew Holmes 


At whatever we look, we see our- 
selves. 
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many changing forms of beautiful colors 
giving you a constant variety of beauty. 
The kaleidoscope was made by Sir David 
Brewster in 1815, but R. Bradley had ex- 
perimented with a similar instrument as 
early as 1710. 

Many books have been written on the 
wonders and the blessings of light, and I 
hope this little talk has aroused enough in- 
terest to make you eager to learn more 
about the blessing of light. May you ever 
have Christ as the light of your life, and 
He will bring you many comforts and 
blessings! 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene S. DeChant 


Your ‘‘old-rose smock’d’’ Birthday Lady 
had so many Birthday Club surprises that 
she can hardly wait to share them with 
you! Richard Faust, a Birthday Club boy, 
grown tall, sent me his picture from Japan. 
He and our Frederie Kriete are rooming to- 
gether at the American School, Tokyo. 
(Richard, you know, is the son of the presi- 
dent of our Miyagi College, Sendai, Japan, 
and Frederic’s father is our evangelist at 
Yamagata). David Baker, Lewisburg, Pa., 
sent me a picture, hidden in his Christmas 
greeting,—a picture of the beautiful new 
home his Hood College mother and ‘‘ Post- 
master’’ Daddy live in. There are ecards, 
too, from the Hess parsonage at Avon, Pa.; 
from the home of the Clarence Hawk folks 
at Northampton, Pa.; from Philip and Ken- 
neth Casselman at the Butler, Pa., parson- 
age; and from the Bromer boys of Han- 
over, who just went south to a new par- 
sonage home in Charlotte, N, C. Inside a 
beauteous card showing the Wise Men, on 
camels, following the Star, is a greeting 
from the Erdman parsonage, Reading, Pa., 
from Alice Louise, Bud, ‘‘Shaggy’’ (the 
Airedale) and from the ‘‘Guinea Pigs.’’ 
Arthur Blair Thompson, Jr., of Trinity, 
York, sent me a card with his own name 
printed on it. Ida E. Wagner, New Han- 
over, Pa., a Birthday Club member grown 
tall, tells me on her Christmas card, that 
she writes to a girl in Germany. Ruth 
Alice, Rachel, George and Henry Lequear, 
whom I knew first in China, sent me greet- 
ings from their parsonage along the Star 
Route, Staunton, Va., and Henry James 
Leinbach sent me a snowman from 
Quakertown, Pa., that says, ‘‘I may look 
cold to you, but I’m full of wishes warm 
and true for a Merry Christmas.’’ From 
the boys at the H. Smith Barrier home, Con- 
cord, N. C., came this message: ‘‘ We think 
of you lots. Was such a ‘cute’ picture of 
you on the front page of ‘Messenger.’ The 
boys found you immediately. When you 
come south, be sure and come to see us.’’ 
Billy and Victor Dieffenderfer, Sharon, Pa., 
had this to say on their ‘‘Santa Clause 
Announcing’? eard: ‘‘We did so appreciate 
the card you sent us by airplane. And how 
we would like to have been in your pocket. 
We made mother read your card over and 
over again. We hope you will have a nice 
Christmas and that Santa will leave you 
all you wish for. Love.’?’ And what do 
you suppose Milton Faust sent me from the 
Spring Grove, Pa., parsonage! ! ! Rabbit 
paws! Two of them, with this message 
tied to them: ‘‘The bunny paws come to 
greet you, bringing a Merry Christmas and 
good luck for every day of 1929.’’ 

P. S. ‘Pete’? wore a big red bow all 
Christmas day. But it didn’t stay tied, at 
all, at all! 


Greetings to the 40 new members of our 
Club! We welcome 27 members from St. 
Paul’s Sunday School, of the West Man- 
heim Charge, Hanover, Pa.; 1 from Salina, 
Pa.; 1 from Altoona, Pa.; 1 from Litiz, 
Pa; 10 from Lancaster, Pa. and 3 from Mt. 
Pleasant, N, C. Who will be the next to 
answer our challenge for more members? 
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ANSWERS TO—HIDDEN WORD TREE 
PUZZLE 


1. Oak; 2. Cedar; 3. Spruce; 4. Hickory; 
5. Walnut; 6. Chestnut; 7, Poplar; 8. Wil- 
low; 9. Maple. 


Puzzle 


BEHEADING ACROSTIC NO. 8 


The beheaded letters arranged in given 
order, spell the name of an American poet. 


1. Behead a section of a chain and 
leave a writing fluid. 

2. Behead a form of oxygen and leave 
one of the 5 belts of the earth. 

3. Behead a knot and leave a poem. 

4. Behead an ancient vessel and leave 
a by-road, 

5. Behead an opposition group and 
leave ‘‘something doing.’’ 

6. Behead an occurrence and leave an 
opening. 

7. Behead a metallic ore vein and 
leave a poem. 

8. Behead a written contract and leave 
comfort. 

9. Behead a fragrant flower and leave 
a man’s name. 

10. Behead payment for services and 
leave a period of time. —A. M. 8. 


A negro cook went into a northern Mis- 
sourian bank with a check from the lady 
for whom she worked. As Mandy, the cook, 
could not write, she always endorsed her 
checks with a big X. But on this occasion 
she made a circle on the back of the check. 
‘‘What’s the big idea, Mandy?’? asked 
the teller. ‘‘Why don’t you make a cross 
as usual??? ‘‘Ah done got married yester- 
day, boss, and I’se changed mah name.’’— 
Exchange, - 


HOME EDUCATION 


‘The Child’s First School is the Family’’ 
—Frobel, 


‘““HE JUST GRINS WHEN THEY TEASE 
i HIM’’ 


Mrs. W. B. Bailey 


The door opened quickly and Bobby 
stumbled in, pulling his somewhat reluctant 
cousin, Jack. 

‘‘Mother! Oh, Mother!’?’ called Bobby 

Mother, who was Mrs. Bridges, came 
hurriedly into the room. 

‘‘What is it, Son?’’? she asked—then 
stopped in amazement as she saw Jack 
with his face bloody and his left eye fast 
swelling shut. ‘‘What have you boys been 
doing? Jack, have you been fighting?’’ 

“‘Yessum,’’ he muttered, just as his 
father, Mrs, Bridges’ brother, entered. 

‘‘What’s the trouble, Jack, my lad?’’ 

‘‘He and Bill Fibley had a terrible 
fight!’? explained Bobby, who had kept 
silent as long as possible. 

‘What in the world were you fighting 
about???’ inquired Mrs. Bridges. 

‘*He just picks on me all of the time, 
and I won’t let anyone rag me all the 
time,’’ sullenly answered the youthful com- 
batant. 


PEN PRICKS 
By John Andrew Holmes 
When they give the Lord a nickel, 


some people expect Him to bow and 
scrape like a colored waiter receiv- 
ing a dollar tip. 
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‘fWell, Son, you certainly aren’t a 
beauty right now, but a fellow has to 
stand up for himself and his own rights,’’ 
commended his father. 

“I’m not sure of the advisability of 
preaching such a philosophy to these boys, 
Fred,’’ reproved his sister. Ee 

“‘Shucks, Sis, don’t kids have to do a 
certain amount of fisticuffing?” 

‘*No, I do not think it necessary,’?’ said 
his sister seriously as she went about the 
work of giving first aid to her little 
nephew. 

The two boys had just come home from 
the afternoon school session, and as she 
worked she encouraged them to tell her 
more fully about the trouble. 

“*Mother, you know Bill and the other 
second grade boys all like to tease the 
first graders—especially Jack and Densil.’? 

““Why Jack and Densil?’’ 

**T don’t know—unless it is because they 
both get so mad.’’ 

**Tt’s just for meanness and ’eause they 
have a spite against me,’’ complained 
Jack. 

‘‘They don’t tease Chubby any more, 
but they sure did at first,’’ Bobby went on 
to explain. 

““Aw, he’s a sissy—don’t take his own 
part nor nothin’,’’ grunted Jack in dis- 
gust. 

‘“What does he do, Son?’’ 

“Well, he just stands and grins when 
they try to tease him or sometimes he 
laughs and says, ‘Go on and chase your- 
Selts’ 7 

‘*He’s not brave enough to stand up for 
himself,’’ broke in Jack. 

“*Oh, yes, he’s brave, Jack! Don’t you 
remember when they were teasing little 
Dorothy and Tom slapped her? Chubby 
doubled up his fist and went right after 
him and made them quit. He told me that 
his mother said if he got mad at a little 
teasing he wasn’t a good sport nor a gentle- 
man,’’ confided Bob. ‘‘Is that what you 
think, Mother? Is that why you don’t want 
me to fight when I get teased?’’ 

““VYes, Bobby, I think Chubby must have 
a very sensible mother, and I agreee with 
her that a real sport and a true gentleman 
does not fight except on very rare occasions 
and when by doing so he helps others as 
much or more than himself.’’ 

Jack twisted around where he could see 
his aunt better as he joined again. 

‘““Don’t we have to take our own part, 
Aunt Frances? Won’t the other fellows 
run over us if we don’t fight them?’’ 

““Oh, they might sometimes, but not very 
often. This isn’t the first time that you 
have fought Bill, is it?’’ 

Jack shook his head negatively. 

“Well, does he stop teasing you?’’ 


**No, he doesn’t, and I’m going to fight 
him every time until he does stop it.’’? An 
angry expression was again on the little 
fellow’s face. 

‘*Tisten, Jack, do they tease Chubby any 
more?’’ 

“‘No, hardly ever.’’ 


‘‘He didn’t fight them to make them 
quit. Bobby said he just grinned at them 
and refused to get angry or to pay any 
attention to the teasing. That is what will 
stop them more quickly than anything you 
ean do, They just keep on teasing you 
because it makes you angry and because 
you will fight about it.’’ 


“‘T deelare, Sis,’ exclaimed her brother 
who had been watching and listening all 
this time, ‘‘I believe you are right about 
this! I am partly to blame for Jack’s at- 
titude, for, I did not want him to be a 
softy, but neither do I want h'm to be too 
ready to fight. Of course selfish fights over 
trivial things won’t do a boy any good. 
Jack, you and I will talk this over later. 
I must think back to the time when I was 
a little boy, first. Well all go for a ride, 
mow.’’ 
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‘*Experience teaches us that if the right 
impressions are made upon the child be- 
tween the years of three and six, and the 
child is led to assume the attitude of 
friendly interest and co-operation in the 
lives of others with whom he comes in 
contact, and learns to be kind to animal 
life as well as human life, his future suc- 
cess and happiness is largely secured. The 
kindergarten has proved itself a valuable 
aid in education in accomplishing just 
these things.’’—Byron Cummings, Presi- 
dent, University of Arizona. 


Yet many towns neglect to provide kin- 
dergartens for their children. Is there one 
in your community? If not, write to the 
National Kindergarten Association, 8 West 
Fortieth Street, New York, for information 
and advice that will help you to obtain 
one. 


PITY THE POOR CO-ED 


Under the hanging misteltoe, 

The homely co-ed stands, 

And stands, and stands, and stands, and 
stands. 

And stands, and stands, 

Penn State Froth. 


and stands.— 


A TIP 

Friend—‘‘So you got your poem print- 
edit 

Aspiring Poet—‘‘Yes. I sent the first 
stanza to the editor of the correspondence 
column with the inquiry, ‘Can anyone give 
me the rest of the poem?’ A day or two 
later I sent the rest under another name.’’ 
—Punch, 


EFFIE’S VISITOR 


‘‘Has anybody been here today, mother, 
while I was gone?’’ 

Effie had been away all day, since 
breakfast; and now daylight had faded 
out of the sky, and the moon’s ‘‘silver 
sickle’? was hanging above their heads. 

“*Let me see,’’ said mother, putting on 
her thinking cap. ‘‘Yes, I have had one 
visitor. ’? 

‘¢Oh! have you mother? Who was it?’’ 

“She did not tell me her name,’’ said 
mother, with a quizzical little smile. 

“*Did she not tell you her name! How 
very queer! Where did she come from?’’ 

‘She did not say.’’ 

‘‘What did she come to our house for?’’ 

‘* Ah! for several reasons. For one thing, 
she cured my headache; she briught me a 
letter from a dear friend; she gave me a 
new book to read; she put a red rose on 
my table; she finished a piece of sewing 
for me, and gave me some sweet new 
thoughts.’’ 

‘(What a strange visitor!’? murmured 
Effie. ‘‘Was that all?’’ 

‘‘No; she wanted me to do many things 
for her. She asked me to make broth for 
a sick girl, to write two letters offering 
to help two people, to pay a visit, to make 
a pudding and several other things.’’ 

‘And did you do them for her?’’ 

‘*T did some of them, and some I left 
undone. I wish now that I had done them 
all.?? 

‘“‘T would give anything to see 
mother. Will she ever come again?’’ 

‘*No,’’? said mother, ‘‘she cannot come 
again, because she died at sunset.’’ 


“Died, mother? How dreadful! And 
yet you are smiling. I think you are jok- 
ing somehow—are you?’’ 

‘‘Not joking exactly, Effie, dear, but I 
am talking in a little parable which I think 
you can guess when I tell you that her 
sister is coming tomorrow at sunrise,— 
her twin sister,—so like my visitor that no 
one could tell them apart, though some of 
her gifts and some of her desires will be 
different from today’s guest.’’ 

‘‘You say you don’t know her name, 
mother??? 


her, 


‘*T didn’t say that. I said she did not 
tell her name. But I do know it—it is 
Thursday.’’ 

‘«Thursday!’’ cried Effie laughing, ‘‘ You 
just mean today, then.’’ 

“*Yes, today.’? 

*fAnd your visitor tomorrow 
named—’’ 


will be 


“Friday, of course.” 

Effie was very much amused at the idea 
of the Thursday visitor and the Friday 
visitor; but when she woke up in her little 
bed the next morning she said softly to 
herself, ‘‘How do you do, Mrs. Friday? I 
wonder what you have brought me today! 
At any rate, I am going to do all the 
things you ask me, ’cause you have got to 
die at sunset, you know.’’ 

And, right away, Mistress Friday asked 
the little girl to get up and dress in time 
for morning prayers.—Northwestern Chris- 
tian Advocate. 


GRIT AND BACKBONE 


Sunday School Teacher: ‘‘Charles, ean 
you tell me why the lions didn’t eat Dan- 
iel??? 

Charles couldn’t, but another bright boy 
had an answer ready. ‘‘Because most of 
him was grit and the rest was backbone.’’ 
—Epworthian News. 


The Family Altar 


Rev. Ambrose M. Schmidt, D. D. 
January 21-27. 
Practical Thought: For as many as are 


led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of 
God. 


Memory Hymn: 
Dawning.’’ 


‘*Another Year Is 


Monday, January 21—The Holy Spirit 
Promised, Read Joel 2:28-32. 

Let us first of all get a clear understand- 
ing of the personality of the Holy Spirit. 
Prof. Snowden has given us a helpful defi- 
nition in these words, ‘‘The Holy Spirit is 
God in us, as the Father is God over us, 
and Christ is God inearnate for us.’’ In 
speaking of the Holy Spirit only the mas- 
culine pronouns, He, His, Him, should be 
used. The Holy Spirit is a Person. Now, 
as to the promise. When our Saviour was 
nearing the time for His departure, He told 
His disciples that it was expedient that 
He should go away—‘‘For if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you; but if I go, I will send Him unto 
you.’’ He also said that the Holy Spirit 
would be sent of the Father, and again— 
““The Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in My name.’’ 
The Nicene Creed says: ‘‘And we believe 
in the Holy (Ghost) Spirit, the Lord, the 
Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the 
Father and the Son.’’ 

Prayer: 

““Come, Holy Spirit, heav’nly Dove, 
With all Thy quick’ning pow’rs, 

Come, shed abroad a Saviour’s love, 

And that shall kindle ours.’’ Amen, 


Tuesday, January 22—The Coming of the 
Holy Spirit. .Read Acts 2:1-6. 


50 days after the Resurrection and 10 
days after His Ascension, our Lord’s prom- 
ise was fulfilled and the Holy Spirit was 
given, The event, second only to the birth 
of our Saviour, is told in very simple 
language and in few words. Let us read 
it—‘‘And when the day of Pentecost was 
now come, they were all together in one 
place. And suddenly there came from 
heaven a sound as of the rushing of a 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting. And there ap- 
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peared unto them tongues parting asunder, 

like as of fire; and it sat upon each one of 

them. And they were all filled with the 

Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other 

tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter- 

ance.’’ 

Prayer: 

‘*Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 

Wean it from earth, thro’ all its pulses 


move; 
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou 
art, 
And make me love Thee as I ought to 
love.’? Amen, 
Wednesday, January 23—Receiving the 


Holy Spirit. Read Acts 19:1-7. 

When the Saviour was born in Bethle- 
hem, there was no room for Him in the inn 
and there were only a few prepared to re- 
eeive Him. When the Holy Spirit was 
out-poured on the day of Pentecost, there 
was a group of choice souls gathered in an 
upper room in Jerusalem, awaiting the ful- 
fillment of the Saviour’s promise; and it 
was this company of faithful ones who 
were baptized with the Holy Spirit. Then, 
others, as they opened their hearts to Him, 
received the gift of the Spirit. What the 
world needs today is a multitude of Spirit- 
filled men and women. So long as our 
hearts are filled with worldly desires and 
ambitions, there will be no room for the 
Holy Spirit to enter in and kindle a flame 
of sacred love, 


Prayer: 
‘<Dwell in me, O blessed Spirit, 
How I need Thy help divine! 
In the way of life eternal, 
Keep, oh, keep this heart of mine. 
Dwell in me, oh, dwell in me; 

Hear and grant my prayer to Thee; 
Spirit, now from heaven descending, 
Come, oh, come and dwell in me.’’ 

Amen, 


Thursday, January 24—The Holy Spirit 
Our Helper. Read John 16:7-15, 

As our Helper, the Holy Spirit is our 

Guide and Teacher. He is always with 

us never far from us. He is our Guide 


‘taught by Thy Spirit, 
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to lead us along the pathway of life and 
to keep us from going astray. Our Saviour 
said, ‘‘He shall guide you into all the 
truth.’? As Teacher, He sheds light upon 
the written Word and helps us to under- 
stand what we read. In speaking of the 
work of the Holy Spirit, our Saviour said, 
“‘He shall take of Mine and shall declare 
it unto you.’’ He is that Still, Small 
Voice, counselling, approving, reproving, 
warning and rebuking us, lest we follow 
forbidden paths and finally miss the Path- 
way to Peace. 

Prayer: Holy Spirit, faithful Guide, 
Help us to listen when Thou speakest and 
to obey Thee, our Teacher and Guide. 
Kindle in our hearts a deeper love, that we 
may hate the evil and love the good, and 
follow the Master all the way. Amen, 


Friday, January 25—The Holy Spirit In- 
terceding. Read Romans 8:26-30. 

That is a remarkable statement that St. 
Paul makes, in writing to the Romans, 
when he says, ‘‘The Holy Spirit Himself 
maketh intercession for us with groan ‘ngs 
which cannot be: uttered.’’ ‘‘The Spirit 
also helpeth our infirmity; for we know not 
how to pray as we ought.’’ Here is a 
mystery that we shall find difficult to un- 
derstand. It seems perfectly natural that 
our friends should pray for us, and that we 
should pray for others; but, that God, the 
Holy Spirit, should be interceding for us, 
is a revelation that should make us earnest 
in our living and anxious to be worthy of 
the Spirit’s intercessions. 

Prayer: Help us, O God, to think aright, 
to live aright, to pray aright. Make us 
willing to be led by Thy Spirit, to be 
and henceforth, 
worthy of Thy divine intercessions. Amen. 


January 26—Spiritual 
Read I Cor. 12:1-11. 
God’s gifts are manifold. Like the stars 
in the heavens, they cannot be numbered. 
Every good thing that has entered our 
lives, has been a gift from God. All spirit- 
ual gifts are God-given, and the use we 
make of them determines the degree of 


Saturday, Gifts. 
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our spiritual growth. Because of His gifts 
we are able to bring forth fruits of right- 
eousness. The Tree of Life is His. As 
living branches on that tree, we must be 
fruit-bearing branches. ‘‘The fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace. long-suffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, 
self-control.’’ 

Prayer: Forbid, dear Lord, that my life 
should be a barren one. Fill me with Thy 
life divine, that I may bear fruit worthy 
of one who has become a branch on the 
Tree of Life. Amen, 


Sunday, January 27—The Holy Spirit Our 
Comforter, Read John 14:25-31, 

The one name that our Saviour uses 
more frequently than any other, in speak- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, is that of Com- 
forter. He, the divine Comforter is. sent 
of the Father, through the Son, to abide 
with us forever. Comfort we need from 
the beginning to the end of life’s journey. 
The little child, sobbing out its grief upon 
its mother’s breast, is seeking for comfort. 
When the shadows fall and the darkness 
deepens, He is very near to comfort us. 
He is not only our Guide and Teacher, but 
the One who helps us to understand, that 
when our faith falters and our strength 
fails, the eternal God is our resting place 
and underneath are the everlasting arms. 

Prayer: 

‘“Great Comforter, to Thee we ery; 
O highest gift of God most high, 

O Fount of life! O Fire of love! 

And sweet Anointing from above! » 

Kindle our senses from above, 

And make our hearts o’erflow with 
love.’’ Amen. 


THE MINORITY 


At the premiere of one of Shaw’s plays, 
the audience called for the author. When 
he came out on the stage the cheering and 
applause broke out afresh. 

In the din one ‘‘Boo!’’ was heard from 
the gallery, Quick as a flash Shaw shouted: 
““T’m with you, my man, but what are we 
among so many?’’—Christian Science 
Monitor. 


THE GREAT OBSTACLES TO RELIGION 
IN THE RURAL COMMUNITY 


By Rev. Ernest W. Brindle, Fort Loudon, 
Penna. 


Religion in the rural community is con- 
fronted by two groups of obstacles, the ob- 
jective and the subjective. The objective 
are situations or circumstances which re- 
strain, and the subjective are attitudes of 
mind which restrain. The objective are 
material; the subjective are spiritual. 

1, OBJECTIVE— 

Economic Strain is prominent among the 
objective group. The average farm does 
not produce a satisfactory living for the 
owner-operator. Renter and laborer se- 
cure no better return. These three groups 
support the Church; hence the support is 
inadequate. Failure to meet the social 
and religious needs of the rural community 
follows inadequate support. The economic 
strain is accompanied by OVERCHURCH- 
ING. Overchurehing separates the people 
socially and spiritually. It results in small 
Churches and inereased operating costs per 
member, Since we do not contribute more 
per member, our influence upon religious 
life is smaller with the same expenditure 
of money. The vast machines of the de- 
nominat‘onal groups must be oiled. Hence 
in these strained and weakened Churches 
we must use DENOMINATIONAL PRES- 
SURE to meet apportionment and benevo- 
lent budgets. We work and pray to ‘‘break 
down barriers.’’ Then we attempt to give 
sentimental strength to a Church which is 
permanently weak. By so doing we hope 
to oil the machinery which ought to be sup- 
planted. 


Denominational pressure and overchurch- 
ing join forces to hold in separate groups 
the leadership in the rural 
Economie strain prevents sending potential 
leaders to training schools. And even if 
we could afford to send them, our training 
schools come at a time when our young 
people cannot conveniently leave the farm. 
We lose some developed and some potential 
leaders to the city Church. These facts 
taken together produce a real LACK OF 
LEADERSHIP. Lay leadership is so taxed 
in the local Churches that it cannot fune- 
tion in interdenominational groups, Pro- 
fess‘onal leadership is weakened both for 
the local Church and the co-operative group 
because it is scattered over a circuit. 


2, SUBJECTIVE— 


However great the foregoing may be, 
man can master them because he is master 
over circumstances. But we shall see that 
the subjective obstacles are lending 
strength and giving permanency to the ob- 
jective. Denominational complacency, self- 
pity, conservat'sm are attitudes of mind 
which are in control of the practical efforts 
to promote religion in the rural community. 
The small Church with its attendant evil, 
the circuit system, we have inherited from 
the denominational bigotry of former gen- 
erations. Our DENOMINATIONAL COM- 
PLACENCY forbids that we rid ourselves 
of these antiques. This complacency lies 
somewhere between bigotry and co-opera- 
tion. Bigotry retains the kernel of en- 
thusiasm, Complacency is stvong enough 
to retain ‘the denominational lines and 
weak enough to permit the local Church 
slowly to decay. 


community. if directed toward different units, 


Complacency and SELF-PITY are mutu- 
ally hostile; but they may exist together 
Com- 
placency is satisfied with the larger de- 
nominational group. Self-pity is discour- 
aged with the local unit. We pity rural life 
in general and the local Church in partieu- 
lar. Congregational life is therefore with- 
out initiative and without strength of will. 
Complacency does not desire progress; self- 
pity is a sedative to progress; CONSERVA- 
TISM actually despises progress. Conser- 
vatism is a normal and frequently whole- 
some attitude of the rural mind. Joined 
to the objective, and influenced by the 
other subjective obstacles, conservatism 
inhibits every effort to depart from the 
beaten paths. Conservatism is the sub- 
jective obstacle to trained leadership. 
‘“‘In the past leadership grew up,’’ like 
Topsy, ‘‘and it can do so now,’’ says con- 
servatism. 


3. POSITIVE FACTORS— 


In spite of what has been written here, 
we ins'st that the rural Church has grounds 
for hope, The spirit is master of the ma- 
terial and man’s spirit can be brought un- 
der the influence of the Spirit of Jesus. 
Here is our hope. We can combat de- 
nominational complacency with mutual 
love and co-operative brotherliness. For 
self-pity we need the stimulus of hopeful © 
determination. Conservatism will give way 
before a humble dependence upon God to 
guide aright. The universality of Christ’s 
love is the message productive of mutual _ 
love and co-operation. The challenge of 
personal devotion to Christ brings with it 
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hope and determined consecration. The 
conviction of God’s faithfulness assures us 
that the ‘‘pillar of cloud by day and the 
pillar of fire by night’’ shall not ‘‘depart 
from before the people.’’ 

These messages will meet the obstacles 
now restraining religion in the rural com- 
munity. Co-operative effort will work 
through denominational channels to aecom- 
plish the larger work of the Kingdom and 
will produce a united effort in the local 
community. Determined consecration and 
hope will unite our scattered leadership and 
eliminate economic waste. The vision of 
God’s guidance will open up new channels 
of activity. Faith in God, hope in self, love 
for others, these will be strengthened and 
these are religion. 


CHRISTMAS AT PHOEBE HOME 


Christmas should be a happy and enjoy- 
able time everywhere. It is looked for- 


ward to as such at Phoebe Home. It is a 
landmark, as it were, Here, where rest, 
comfort and ease reign. every day and 


where special times of animated, joyous 
thought and action are not of usual oceur- 
rence, such times as Christmas and Easter 
make a maiked impression. 


‘“Some events cast their shadows be- 
fore.’? So there were premonitions of 
Christmas, gifts of flowers, fruit and gar- 
ments by various parties the week before. 
Beautiful roses and sweet-scented alyssium 
adorned the dining tables. The large audi- 
ence room showed four, fine fir Christmas 
trees, adorned with colored glass globes 
and beautiful with red, green, blue and 
yellow lights. Large evergreen wreaths 
were suspended at various places. 


Our Christmas exercises took place on 
Sunday afternoon, Dec. 23, and were furn- 
ished by St. Andrew’s Sunday School, Al- 
lentown. The exercises consisted of songs, 
recitations, address, and a pageant of the 
Nativity. The address was given by 
Superintendent Moyer. Everything was 
well rendered and enjoyed by the guests. 
Afterwards a delegation of St. Mark’s, 
of Reading, appeared and distributed their 
gifts. It is the custom of these generous 
donors to ask the guests of the Home, about 
two weeks before Christmas, what they 
would like as a Christmas gift. The re- 
quests are answered in sealed envelopes 
and forwarded, Then, at or near Christmas 
the gifts are brought and distributed by a 
delegation, making many a heart glad, The 
writer does not know what was given, but 
judging from his own experience, they 
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were no ‘‘mean, little’’ gifts. He received 
a fine Schofield Reference Bible. Surely 
bread cast upon the waters in such pro- 
fusion will return to the donors after many 
days. St. John’s Sunday School, Allen- 
town, and Hess Brothers also remembered 
us with friendly tokens. Although no men- 
tion has been made of candy, boxes of the 
same accompanied nearly all other gifts. 


On the 26th, 8 P. M., a delegation of 
Greenawald’s Sunday School visited the 
Home, consisting of an orchestra of 8 per- 
sons, including several ladies. They en- 
tertained us with solos and hymns. They 
were here last Christmas also, and are al- 
ways welcome. They brought with them 
provisions and white goods, We are re- 
membered from far and near. Recently 
some ‘‘Rich’’ gifts came all the way from 
Florida. 


Looking out of the west window are seen 
signs that more good is coming, that Christ- 
mas has not monopolized all the good gifts. 
The workmen are engaged in digging and 
laying the foundations of the road and 
walk that will run before the new build- 
ings to be erected. All are looking eagerly 
to that time, and we hope it may soon 
come. In the meantime, while considering 
and cherishing earthly and material gifts, 
let us not forget the greatest gift of all— 
the Savior of mankind, a gift not only the 
greatest, but of permanent, constant, and 
enduring value. —T. 8. 8. 


ee O¢ 


—— = OL 


| 


THE CHURCH SERVICES | 


=o Sa 


| 


OE 


© — 0 ——— © 


—S 0 — 


(| ay 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa, 
Septuagesima, January 27, 1929. 
The Holy Spirit 
John 16:7-11; Romans 8:12-17, 26-27. 


Golden Text: For as many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, these are the sons of 
God. Romans 8:14. 


Lesson Outline: 1. The Lesson. 
Power. 3, The Presence. 


2. The 


We have considered our Christian faith 
in Our Heavenly Father and in Christ the 
Saviour. There remains a third aspect of 
the Godhead, the Holy Spirit. It rounds 
out and completes our Christian thought 
about God. In some respects, it is the 
most important, even as it is the most diffi- 
cult, of all Christian beliefs. Who, then, 


is the Holy Spirit? What does He 
How does He come to us? 

I. The Lesson. Who is He? Our print- 
ed lesson does not answer that question. 
It describes the power and presence of the 
Holy Spirit, but not His Person. Indeed, 
nowhere in the Bible do we find a state- 
ment about Him. Every writer speaks of 
the Spirit. Every Biblical book throbs with 
His power and presence. But none con- 
tains a theologieal definition or doctrine of 
the Holy Spirit. That we may find in the 
creeds made by men in the centuries after 
Christ. And no one who knows these creedal 
formulas about the Holy Spirit (the Ni- 
cene and the Athanassian) will claim that 
they throw any real light on the problem. 
They take us into the realm of metaphysi- 
cal mystery that no mind can fathom. 

In trying to form an intelligent notion 
of the Holy Spirit, let us note, first of all, 
that there is no personal distinction be- 


do? 


tween the Spirit of God and the Holy 


Spirit. We believe in one God; not in two 
or three, And this one God is the Holy 
Spirit. That eternal Spirit moved upon 


the face of the abyss in the act of creation. 
And in all the ages before Christ, in all 
lands and among all the nations, He was 
active in revealing Himself to men and in 
seeking to redeem them from sin. The 
psalmist spoke of Him when he prayed, in 
deep penitence, ‘‘Take not thy Holy Spirit 
from me.’’ And another singer in Israel 
had experienced His universal presence and 
personal power, and he proclaimed it in 
a jubilant hymn of faith (Psalm 39). Then 
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Jesus came. And in His initial sermon at 
Nazareth He quoted from Isaiah, saying. 
~‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, be- 
cause He has anointed Me to preach good 
tidings to the poor’’ (Luke 4:18). God, 
the Holy Spirit, dwelt in Him in a fulness 
that was unparalleled. 

Again, when we have recognized that the 
Holy Spirit is identical with God our 
heavenly Father, there is but one possible 
way of forming an intelligent conception 
of Him, We must reason from the known 
to the unknown. We know the Spirit of 
man, made in God’s image. Even here our 
‘knowledge is partial and fragmentary, but 
our partial knowledge of the human spirit 
will help us to understand the nature of 
the Divine Spirit. 

Now the very essence of the spirit that 
animates us is our capacity of reason, will, 
and feeling. That capacity differentiates 
man from the lower beings. We share our 
physical organism with the higher animals. 
‘But the lowest man differs from the high- 
est animal by the possession of this triple 
erown of life: he can think, he can exercise 
his will, and he forms and feels values of 
life. Hence when we speak of the spirit 
of man, we mean his personal life as di- 
rected by his mind, his will, and his feel- 
ing. Together these capacities form his 
character or his personality. They are the 
‘means of self-expression and of self-realiza- 
tion. . 

Something like this must needs be true 
of the Spirit of God, if that term is to have 
any definite meaning for us. Spirit de- 
notes the Divine Personality. And when 
we add the adjective ‘‘Divine’’ to Spirit, 
we think of the infinite fulness of God’s 
life. What man is in part, He is in perfec- 
tion. Our thought, our labor, and our love 
are merely shadows of His. God, the Holy 
Spirit, is the supreme Thinker, Worker, and 
Lover of the Universe. His mind has 
created it. His will directs it. His heart 
controls it. This divine activity and en- 
terprise far exceeds our comprehension. 
But we may speak of it as creation, revela- 
tion, and redemption; not three separate 
acts, but three related aspects of His eter- 
nal love and labor, as we apprehend them 
through our experience. 

Thus we may form a definite conception 
of the activity of this Divine Spirit 


CHURCH 


throughout the whole universe, from the 
beginning to the end of time. He dwells 
in it, and yet He also transcends it; even 
as the spirit of man resides, somehow, in 
his physical body and yet roams and rules 
far beyond its narrow confines. The whole 
order of the material universe manifests 
the presence and power of the indwelling 
Divine Spirit. It is shot through with in- 
finite wisdom, love, and purpose. The order 
and beauty of nature mirror the mind and 
heart of God, The laws of nature, so- 
called, manifest the continuous and econ- 
sistent operation of His will. And the 
same thing holds true of the history of 
mankind. There also we see God the Spirit 
ceaselessly at work, as the fontal source of 
all human knowledge, progress, and happi- 
ness. 


But the clearest and surest manifesta- 
tion of the Divine Spirit is seen in the pro- 
gressive moral and spiritual life of man- 
kind. It is because He is ever quickening 
the conscience, that man has advanced in 
morality. It is because He is in us, as well 
as over us, that the spirit of man seeks 
communion with God in prayer and wor- 
ship, and finds its completion in religion. 

II. The Power. What does the Holy 
Spirit do for us? Our lesson answers that 
question. It contains the words of Jesus 
and of Paul. Their language differs, but 
not their meaning. The words of the Mas- 
ter, however, are more comprehensive. He 
calls the promised Spirit the Comforter, 
Whose mission it was to continue, enlarge, 
and consummate the work begun by Jesus. 
Therefore, it was expedient ‘‘for you that 
I go away.’’ On the foundations laid by 
Christ in the hearts and lives of a few 
men, the Comforter was to build God’s 
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Kingdom. And Comforter means Strength- 
ener. This Strengthener was the ally of 
men, In all spiritual matters, His strength 
aids our weakness. 


He convicts the world ‘‘in respect of 
sin and of righteousness, and of judg- 
ment.’’? Thus Jesus described the purpose 
and the power of the Holy Spirit. Sin, 
righteousness, judgment—these are truly 
great words. There are none greater in 
our language. They denote the things that 
make men or mar them. They determine 
our character. They decide our destiny. 
And all through the ages the Spirit of God 
has sought to convict men of sin, of right- 
eousness, and of judgment. To create 
these great convictions in men and to con- 
form their lives to them. That was His 
eternal purpose. 


But Jesus was born into a world in 
which these great words meant little or 
nothing. They still stood in dictionaries, 
but they did not burn in the hearts of 
men. Even to the Jews they meant little, 
though their great prophets had made them 
flaming truths. Then Jesus, through His 
life and words, invested these ancient 
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words with a new meaning. He created a 
new Sense of s.n in men, He disclosed a 
righteousness, not of law, but of love, such 
as the world had never known. He made 
judgment a spiritual reality. And now, 
so near death, He promised H's disciples 
the gift of God’s Spirit, who would con- 
tinue and complete His redemptive mnis- 
try. Even as He had dwelt in Christ, so, 
now, He should dwell in them. 

*¢ He shall guide you into all truth,’’ said 
Jesus (John 16:13). That, perhaps, is the 
simplest and fullest statement of the work 
of the Holy Sp rit. He takes the things 
of Christ and them unto us. Our 
most precious knowledge of God we owe to 
the gospel of Jesus, but His truth and grace 
are so much deeper than our apprehension 
of them. All the past ages have spelled out 
only broken syllables of its heavenly wis- 
dom. It will require all the future ages to 
fathom its depths. Under the guidance of 
God’s Holy Spirit we must press ever for- 
ward in our knowledge of Him and of His 
gracious purpose, 

Ill. His Presence. How does the Holy 
Sp-rit come to us? On the day of Pente- 
cost there was a wonderful outpouring of 
the Spirit of God, as He had revealed Him- 
self in Christ, That day marked the birth- 
day of the Christian Church. We read of 
wind, flame, and polyglot speech, as the 
symbols of an inward spiritual experience 
that was neither visible nor audible. What 
was the nature of that experience? 

The Master had said, ‘‘I will not leave 
you desolate: I come unto you’’ (John 14: 
18). That great promise was fulfilled on 
the day of Pentecost. The Spirit that 
filled the disciples was the selfsame Spirit 
that had dwelt in Christ. It was God, the 
Holy Spirit, though the bodily Christ had 
left them, yet God dwelt in them perma- 
nently. Through Christ they had found ae- 
cess to their heavenly Father, by repent- 
ance and faith. And now, on this day of 
Pentecost, they became deeply conscious 
of His indwelling presence and power. He 
was, indeed, their Comforter in all their 
human weakness. 

Pentecost, therefore, was not a wholly 
unique eyent, which had no precedent and 
requires no repetition. It represents and 
typifies a continuous spiritual fact. It de- 
notes the experienced presence of God, the 
Holy Spirit, in prepared and receptive hu- 
man souls; enlightening the mind, quick- 
ening the conscience, energizing the will; 
enduing man with a new purpose and with 
a new power. ; 

But the Holy Spirit has been active 
through all the ages. Wherever and when- 
ever men have had a personal experience 
of religion—of sin, righteousness, and 
judgment—it has been due to this power 
from on high working in them, The Pen- 
tecostal outpouring of the Spirit, then, was 
not a new gift, wholly unprecedented. — It 
did not mark the first coming of the Spirit 
of God into the hearts of men, even as it 
was not the final coming. Its uniqueness 
was in its fulness. In the hearts of these 
humble and faithful followers of Jesus, 
waiting and worshiping at Jerusalem in 
prayer and penitence, God found vessels 
meet for His filling. He could fill them 
with the fulness of His spiritual presence 
and power. He made of them true wit- 
nesses of Jesus, the heirs of His Spirit. 

That same spiritual miracle occurs when- 
ever a soul is born into the Kingdom of 
God. Every regenerate soul has had its 
own Pentecost. We cannot fellowship with 
Christ in the flesh, and thus prepare our 
hearts for the reception of God’s Spirit. 
But Jesus manifests Himself in His gospel, 
in His Church, and in our lives. We may ac- 
cept His truth and share His work. We may 
worship and wait upon God, in penitence 
and prayer. And thus, as sincere seekers 
of truth and life, as humble believers, we 
shall prepare our hearts for the indwelling 
of God’s Spirit. We shall experience His 
presence and power in our personal lives, as 
truly as did the early disciples. 
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THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev, Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


January 27th—How Can We Serve the 
World Through Our Church? Acts 
13:1-3. (Denominational Day.) 


There are two main conceptions of the 
mission of the Chureh. The one regards 
the Church as an end in itself. Its purpose 
is to build itself up into a great big in- 
stitution, and its chief coneern is to formu- 
late and defend its doctrine, its worship 
and its form of government. It regards 
the world as evil and it seeks to stand 
aloof from it. Its members comprise those 
who have been gathered out of the world 
and who are kept safe within its fold. It 


is regarded as an Ark of safety, like 
Noah’s Ark, which sheltered and_ safe- 


guarded those within when the deluge de- 
stroyed the world. This conception pre- 
vailed throughout the greater part of the 
history of the Church. Most of our doe- 
trines, our hymns, our organizations are 
built around and express this idea. The 
Church must keep aloof from the world 
and not be defiled by it. It has to deal 
purely with individual and spiritual inter- 
ests and has nothing to do with social, 
econom:¢ or political matters. These things 
lie wholly outs:de of its seope and mission, 
This conception is best expressed by the 
two words—‘‘World flight.’’ 


But there is another view of the Church. 
It is a fellowship of believers in Christ 
who have banded themselves together so 
that unitedly they may serve the world. 
The Church is a means to an end. The end 
is the establishment of the Kingdom of 
God, which is the reign of God in every 
life and in all of life. The Church, which 
is the body of Christ, is here to do the 
work of Christ, and even greater works 
than Christ did. Like its great Head it is 
to go about doing good. It is to build the 
Kingdom of God into the world. There- 
fore, it goes out into the world and seeks 
to redeem the world. It endeavors to bring 
about Christian conditions in all the rela- 
tionships ‘of life. It tries to Christianize 
business, pleasure, polities, education and 
all the phases of our manifold life. This 
idea also is expressed by two words— 
‘“‘World fight.’’ It fights the sin and in- 
iquity in the world and seeks to enthrone 
the social note of the gospel, for it aims at 
the redemption of the whole social order. 

When a person, therefore, joins the 
Chureh he enlists in a great crusade, in a 
great spiritual enterprise, He is less con- 
eerned about saving his own soul and more 
about saving the world. He seeks through 
the Church to serve his own community 
and the whole world. 


Now, such a _ conception naturally 
changes the whole situation with reference 
to the Church. It changes its form of or- 
ganization, its machinery, its methods. It 


shifts the points of emphasis. It stresses 
the practical more than the doctrinal as- 


pects of the Church. The Church has a 
program as well as a purpose. This makes 
it possible to do co-operative work for 


nearly all the great co-operative movements 
of our day have sprung up out of this so- 
cial, practical conception of the mission of 
the Church, 

With this as a background we may now 
ask, ‘‘ How can we serve the world through 
our Chureh?’? And by the Church here we 
mean our own denomination and the local 
congregation to which we belong. 

The denominat‘on is the sum total of the 
local congregations that adhere to the same 
form of doctrine, worship and government. 
One or all of these, viz., doctrine, worship 
and government, differentiate the different 
denominations of which we have so many 
in this country, The unit to start with is 
the local congregation. A number of them 
group together and form a Classis, which 
is the Latin word for Class or Classifica- 
tion. A number of Classes form a Synod, 
which is a Greek word meaning council or 
assembly. All the Classes form the General 
Synod, which is the highest body in the 
Reformed Church. Now, the entire de- 
nomination carries forward the work of the 
Church through the General Synod. There 
are just three things which the denom na- 
tion does, corresponding to the threefold 
mission of Christ: preaching, teaching 
healing, or the work of miss‘ons, education 
and relief. 

It is along these three lines that we can 
serve the world through our Church. The 
mork of Missions aims at preaching the 
gospel at home and abroad. There are 
many persons who have never heard the 
good news of salvation in Christ. Vast 
areas are neglected. The Church has 
erected two Boards or agencies to conduct 
this missionary work. They are Board of 
Home Missions, and the Board of Foreign 


Missions. One directs the work in our 
own country, and the other in foreign 


Your congregation does its mission- 
ary work through these Boards, They are 
your agents, your representatives. They 
are doing your work, We believe that all 
our congregations can do this work better 
in such a united way than by each congre- 
gation doing it by itself. The work of 
education pertains to the training of the 
youth, in our Sunday Schools, in our 
Young People’s organizations, in our edu- 
cational institutions, our academ-es, ¢ol- 
leges and theological seminaries. Through 
the agencies that have been created this 
work of education can be done more effee- 
tively than by each congregation doing it 
by itself. The work of relief refers to all 
forms of human welfare and social better- 
ment. It establishes homes for the aged, 
for orphans, hospitals for the sick and sus- 
tentation for aged and retired ministers 
and their families. All this is the work 
of the local congregation, but the congre- 
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slot envelopes listed size 
3% x 5% inches. 


Lenten Daily Offering Envelope. 
Printed in purple on a background 
of delicate green. 
100, postpaid, in any quantity. 


Self-Denial Envelope. 
in purple and green. 
per 100, postpaid, in any quantity. 
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SELF DENIAL 
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CHURCH 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUM 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Chuich. It is conducted 
by the three (Bnglish) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two vears, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For eatalogue or information address the 
President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 

Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound eultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 

For Catalogue address: 


JBUOTNP RNS Tate AMENPALI DO, IDS ID Abb IDS. 
President. 


Ursinus College 
George L. Omwake, LL. D., President 
Scholarships and Loan Funds are 
needed to help deserving students meet 
the increased cost of education. Two 
Thousand to Ten Thousand Dollars will 
endow a scholarship in perpetuity. The 
principal is safely invested and the inter- 
est only used to provide aid. Few forms 
of benefaction yield returns more 
promptly or certainly. 
Write for booklet, “Lasting Memorials’, 
and other information. 
J. M. S. Isenberg, D. D., Vice-President 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania : 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8. T. D. 


Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, LL.D., President 


gation does most of it through the Boards, 
societies or agencies set up for this pur- 
pose. Therefore, the local congregation 
must not regard the Boards as something 
foreign or alien to it, not something super- 
imposed, not something merely to be toler- 
ated, but as vitally related to it, and as in- 
struments through which the wider and 
larger work of the Church can be accom- 
plished. The Boards are the hands and 
feet of the local congregations during their 
work and running their errands. 

But there are certain tasks which the 
local congregation can do immediately and 
directly. There are certain community in- 
terests to which it can apply itself. There 
are social wrongs to be righted, industrial 
situations to be corrected, poverty to be 
relieved, sick people to be comforted, 
political conditions to be changed. The 
Church stands for purity of life, for justice 
to all, for clean government, for the pro- 
teetion of children, for peace and joy in 
the Holy Ghost, It is sheer mockery for 
a congregation to sing about the heavenly 
mansions when its neighborhood is reek- 
ing in filth and shame and vice. Of course, 
it is easier to talk of heaven far away than 
to apply oneself to the task of producing 
heavenly conditions here and now. 

But ‘‘the soul of improvement is the im- 
provement of the soul.’’ We cannot effec- 
tively or adequately serve the world unless 
we ourselves live close to Christ. There is 
no substitute for this. No one can help to 
save the world who is not himself saved. 
Consecrated, Christ-filled men and women 
alone can serve the world through the 
Church. Such folks are the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world. Such 
folks will be continually serving Christ, 
and if they ‘‘want a field of service they 
can find it anywhere.’’ 
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Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor, 416 Schaff 
Building, Phila., Pa, 


The friends of Bethel Reformed Com- 
munity Center who read these news items 
are probably saying: ‘‘What has become of 
Bethel Center?’’ Those who are a part of 
the Center work want to assure you that 
they are very much alive and the work is 
going forward. 


The Thanksgiving season was attended 
with sorrow. On Friday, November 23, 
Mr. Bowden, janitor for the past 6 years, 
passed away. The funeral was held the 
following Tuesday in Camden. Owing to 
this, the annual Thanksgiving dinner was 
postponed until December 4. Assuming the 
janitor. work for a period of ten days 
brought some new and trying experiences 
to the workers. A new janitor has been 
found, who is giving satisfactory service. 


December brought with it the usual 
round of Christmas activities. The enter- 
tainment was held on Friday, December 21, 
with 235 present. Stockings, 225 in num- 
ber, were distributed and special gifts 
brought in person by the G. M. G. of Grace 
Church, Phila, On Dee. 24, the Boy Scouts 
aided an Italian Mission in the distribution 
of Christmas baskets. Nine baskets were 
distributed among our own people. The 
Christmas work was greatly aided by the 
assistance of Mrs. Kleinginna and the 
volunteer workers. 


The entire season had its tinge of sorrow 
because of the persecution of some of the 
faithful members, but with it was an 
abundance of joy. The people and work- 
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Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Chureh leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N.C. 


Now A MEMBER OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES 
AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS 


OF THE SOUTHERN STATES 
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‘ers of the Center want to say a ‘‘Thank 


you’’ to the friends in the Reformed 
Church at large who made the Christmas 
Joy possible. 


Several weeks ago 6 boxes of clothing 
were received and remain unacknowledged 
because no name nor return address was 
attached. One Christmas basket came with 
nothing attached to identify the giver. If 
you are the donor, will you please communi- 
cate with the workers of the Center? 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
(Continued from page 2) 


The other evening we found Paul wait- 
ing outside of the office for the Superin- 
tendent to tell him that another window 
pane had been broken. After some diffi- 
culty and questioning the Superintendent 
was informed that Paul wanted to put the 
football away for the night and instead of 
carrying the ball to its place he kicked it 
in that direction, but it went wrong and 
hit the glass. Now, what would you do, 
my dear reader, with Paul? 

We are told to make hay when the sun 
shines. We do,. but we must also butcher 
when the weather is cold. The cold spell 
gives us the first good opportunity for 
butchering this winter. We certainly are 
in need of a refrigerator so that we could 
kill our pigs and beef, not when we must, 
to accommodate ourselves to the weather, 
but at regular periods throughout the year. 
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The A B C mobilization started Jan. 1 
in Turkey, when street criers beat drums 
in every village throughout Turkey, calling 
on all males and females between 16 and 
40 years old to enroll Jan. 2 in thousands 
of new national schools. Kemalist law re- 
quires the illiterate to take a four months’ 
course in the new Latin alphabet of Tur- 
key. Truancy will be subject to fines and 
imprisonment. 

General Jose Maria Moneada was inaugu- 
rated President of Nicaragua Jan. 1, under 
what were considered favorable auspices. 
The country is apparently more peaceful 
than it has been for many years. 

The United States was again leading by 
nearly 1,000,000,000 marks in the group of 
money lenders to Germany during 1928. 
according to the annual financial report of 
the ‘‘Berliner Tageblat.’’ 

American ‘‘friends of the Prince of 
Wales’’ gave anonymously $100,000 for the 
relief of distress in the coal fields of South 
Wales and Durham. With this American 
contribution the Lord Mayor’s Fund has 
now reached $1,950,000, not. including the 
government’s promise to pay pound for 
pound for every pound privately con- 
tributed. 

S. Parker Gilbert, the Agent General for 
Reparations Payments, reports Germany on 
a stable basis—that the national debt is 
less than $2,000,000,000, and that the bur- 
den now laid on Germany is not unreason- 
able compared with the burden other na- 
tions support in liquidating the cost of the 
war. 

The construction of works in the Niagara 
River above Niagara Falls to preserve and 
improve the scenic beauty of the Falls, 
but permit larger diversion of water for 
power purposes, has been authorized in a 
convention signed at Ottawa Jan, 2 by 
William Mackenzie King, Prime Minister 
of Canada, and William Phillips, the Amer- 
ican Minister. 

Surgeon General Cumming set Jan. 10 as 
the date for convening the Publie Health 
Service’s national conference on influenza, 
Secretary Mellon, whose department has 
jurisdiction over the health service, heart- 
ily favored the conference. It will be the 
largest conference ever held to study in- 
fluenza. The officials hope to find a means 
of cutting down ravages of the disease. 

The anniversary of the independence of 
Haiti Jan. 1 was made the oceasion by 
President Coolidge of a telegram of con- 
gratulations to President Borno. 

A plan to operate New York Central 
trains between New York and Buffalo with 
power from Niagara Falls is under con- 
sideration. The project would cost from 
$75,000,000 upwards. 

Professor James Dallas Burrus, the first 
negro to take a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
a college South 6f the Mason-Dixon line, 
who died Dec. 5, at the age of 82 years, 
left about $100,000 to Fisk University, a 
negro university at Nashville, Tenn. 

Postmaster New accompanied by W. Irv- 
ing Glover, Second Assistant Postmaster 
General, went to Miami and inaugurated 
the Pan-American Airways mail service 
which links South America with the air 
mail of the United States, 


A new benefaction to be known as the 
Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial Fund 
has been established with an endowment of 
$2,500,000. It is to go to 5 charitable in- 
stitutions of New York City among which 
is the Salvation Army. ~ 

The purchase of the Mammoth Cave by 
the Mammoth Cave National Park Associa- 
tion has been announced. The cave and 
near-by land, comprising 2,208 acres in 


Kentucky, were bought from heirs of the 
original owner for $500,000. The whole 
eventually will be given to the Govern- 
ment for a National Park. 

The International Women’s League for 
Peace and Freedom opened its convention 
at Frankford-am-Main Jan. 4 and con- 
tinued the program outlined at its Washing- 
ton session of 1924, 42 countries are rep- 
resented in the League, altho only 12 sent 
delegates. 

The League of Nations has completed 
the personnel of the Central Board to keep 
watch of international traffie in narcotics 
by appointing Herbert L. May, of Pitts- 
burgh, as a member. The 7 other members 
have been chosen from 7 other countries, 
all of them members of the League, 

The endowment fund for the 6 American 
Colleges in the Near East has reached $10,- 
250,000, according to Albert W. Staub, 
American Director of the drive for $15,- 
000,000 for this purpose. Before July 1 
the whole must be raised or several large 
contingent gifts will be lost. 

The Rockefeller Foundation and the 
Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial were 
consolidated Jan. 3 into a new philanthro- 
pie corporation, also to be known as the 
Rockefeller Foundation, with total net as- 
sets of $264,602,447, by far the greatest 
sum which has ever been concentrated in a 
single philanthropie endowment fund. 

Mrs. Nannie Ball, who was the inspira- 
tion for her son’s famous song, ‘‘ Mother 
Machree,’’ died suddently at her home, 
Beechhurst, L. I., at the age of 71. Burial 
was in Cleveland beside the son, Ernest 
R. Hall, who died in like manner, nearly 
two years ago. 

What is regarded in diplomatic circles as 
a milestone in the history of international 
relations marked the work of the Pan- 
American Conference on Conciliation and 
Arbitration Jan, 3 when, after more than 
3 weeks of negotiations, a protocol of con- 
ciliation between Bolivia and Paraguay 
was signed by the diplomatic representa- 
tives of the two nations in the presence of 
Seeretary Kellogg, chairman of the con- 
ference, and members of the special com- 
mittee which had been dealing with the con- 
troversy between them. 

The Federal Reserve Banks had gross 
earnings of $64,050,000 in 1928, or about 
$21,000,000 more than in 1927, Current 
expenses were about $500,000 less. 

The gross public debt of the United 
States on Dec. 31 was $17,309,749,135.86 
as compared with $18,036,352,451.81 on the 
same day a year ago, a reduction of $726,- 
603,315.95, 


SOMETHING NEW! 


nished us, 


The Pan-American Conference of Coneili- 
ation and Arbitration, which has been in 
session in Washington since Dee. 10, ad- 
journed Jan. 5 following a plenary session 
at which plenipotentiary delegates from 
the 20 American Republics in attendance 
affixed their signatures to the general 
treaty on inter-American arbitration and 
the general convention on Inter-American 
Conciliation, 

Governor Byrd Jan. 5 ordered an investi- 
gation of liquor drinking in all colleges in 
Virginia, public and private, to be con- 
ducted by Attorney General Saunders as 
State Prohibition Commissioner. 

The United States is the leading orange- 
producing nation with an average annual 
production of 34,000,000 boxes, according 
to the Bureau of Railway Economies, Cali- 
fornia produces 67%. of the total, Florida 
32% and Alabama, Arizona, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Texas produced the remain- 
der. 

Members of the Roosevelt Pilgrimage 
Association made their 9th annual visit 
Jan, 6 to the grave of Theodore Roosevelt 
in Young’s Memorial Cemetery and were 
entertained later at a buffet luncheon by 
Mrs. Roosevelt at her home on Sagamore 
Hill, Oyster Bay, L. I. 

George L. (Tex.) Rickard, famous sports 
promotor, died Jan. 6 at Miami, Fla. 

Confectionery valued at $391,927,343 
was produced in the United States in 1927, 
according to a report from the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. The ice-cream output 
was valued at $301,512,431. 

The army’s endurance flight plane, the 
Question Mark, ended a record-breaking 
flight of 150 hours, 40 minutes and 15 sec- 
onds. The ship flew continuously for more 
than 64% days, having taken off at the 
Metropolitan Airport, Los Angeles, Cal., on 
New Year’s morning. 

Elihu Root has notified the League of 
Nations of his acceptance of membership 
on a committee of jurists appointed to 
study revision of the statutes of the 
World Court. Mr. Root played a prominent 
part in the framing of the present statutes 
of the World Court, 
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REV. JULIUS BUSSIAN AND ROBERT 
BUSSIAN —~ 


Great sorrow has come to the parsonage 
at Ledyard, Ja., inasmuch as the eall of 
the Master came quickly to Robert Bus- 
sian, the only son of Rey. and Mrs. Julius 
Bussian, and then a few days later to Rev, 
Mr. Bussian. Rev. Bussian was the first 
to be attacked by influenza. While he was 
yet sick, the boy also became sick and the 
attending physician insisted that Rev, Mr. 
Bussian take the boy to the nearest hos- 
pital. He did so. The boy died within 24 
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For the Personal Comfort of the People in the Pew. 
A place for hats, gloves, etc. 


Install Hat Holders in the Church and 
confusion and annoyance. 


Small, neat, indestructible. 

Nickel, Bronze, Copper, or Copper Oxidize. 

We will finish the holders to match the pews with- 
out extra charge providing sample of wood is fur- 
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$35.00 per hundred, with screws to match. 
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hours and Brother Bussian contracted a 
very severe case of pneumonia and died a 
few days later. Services were conducted 
at Ledyard, Ia., by Revs. D. E. Bosma, 
Cc. Sehmid and C. Grosshuesch, of our 
Chureh, and Rev. J. H. Schoon, of 
Buffalo Center, Ia., and Prof. Hy. Schoon, 
of German Valley, Ill. The bodies were 
taken to Sauk City, Wis., the home of Mrs, 
Bussian. Services there were in charge of 
Rev. E. G. Krampe, a very close friend of 
the family, who spoke on the topic: 
‘Guarded By Faith.’’ 

Rey. Julius H. Bussian was born in Ger- 
many, April 8, 1889, and came to America 
about four years later, when the family 
settled in,Cleveland, O., joining the Fourth 
Reformed congregation of that city. Con- 
firmed in 1903 by Rev. Theo. Henschen, 
after attending the schools of his home 
town, he came to the Mission House in 
1907, graduating from the college in 1912 


and from the seminary in 1915. Ordained 
in 1915 he served the following charges: 
Blanchardville, Wis., Prarie du Sac, Wis., 
Dale, Wis., and for a few months, Ledyard, 
Iowa. He married Miss Alma Becker, of 
Sauk City, Wis., on June 16, 1920. The 
only child of this union was Robert, who 
preceded his father a few days in death. 
Rey. Mr. Bussian died on Jan. 1, 1929, at 
4,20 A. M., survived by his widow, Mrs. 
Alma Becker Bussian, his parents and two 
brothers. He died at the age of 39 years, 
8 months and 22 days. 

Robert Richard Bussian, son of Rev. 
Julius Bussian and his wife, Alma, was 
born in Sauk City, Wis., on March 29, 1921, 


baptized on April 14, 1921, by Rev. C. J. 
Walenta. The last few years he was affect- 
ed with diabetes and this undoubtedly 


weakened his power of resisting the attack 
of influenza. Though but a boy, his de- 
light was to attend Sunday School sessions 
with his parents and in the last year he 
attended 53 consecutive sessions. He died 
at the hospital in Esterville, Ia., on Dee. 
26, 1928, at the age of 7 years, 8 months 
and 27 days. 

Mrs. Bussian, the sorrowing mother and 
widow, being sick in bed, could not attend 
the burial services. Mr. Frank Bussian, a 
brother, from Cleveland, Ohio, was present, 
however, as were the brothers of Mrs. Bus- 
sian. May the Lord God comfort the be- 
reaved sister, fulfilling to her the promise: 
‘‘T will never, no never leave thee nor 
ever forsake thee,’’ that she may indeed 
by the power of God through faith be 
guarded unto salvation, —E. G. K. 


MRS. ROBERT H. KAY 


The members of Trinity Church, Everett, 
Pa., and people of the community were 
greatly shocked Sunday morning, Dee. 2, 
upon learning of the sudden and unex- 
pected death of Mrs. Florence C., wife of 
Robert H. Kay. Her brief, and apparently 
slight ailment, and then her sudden death, 
made it difficult to realize that this es- 
teemed resident and faithful member had 
passed from among us into the great be- 
yond. 

Mrs. Kay, a daughter of Joseph and 
Susannah Salmon, was born in Hazleton, 
Pa., Jan. 6th, 1872, and resided in her na- 
tive community until her marriage with 
Robert H. Kay, Sept. 12, 1899. While liv- 
ing in Saxton, she became affiliated with 
the Reformed Church and, later on, when 
the family moved to Everett, she trans- 
ferred her membership to Trinity Church 
and was interested and active in the vari- 
ous phases of our Church life. She was a 
regular attendant at both the morning and 
evening services. She cheerfully assumed 
tasks whenever called upon to do so. She 
was a. reader of ‘‘The Messenger’’ for 
many years, She was likewise active in 
the various community projects—being one 


of the leading supporters in the establish- 
ment of a community library. She was an 


Federation of Clubs 
and held membership 
Bedford Chapter of the Daughters 


active member of the 
of Bedford County, 
in the 


Church Equipment Service 


A Businesslike Inventory 


URING the early months of the year 
D most business concerns take stock. 
certainly must know what 
to work with, and what they 


They 
have 
in addition; 
plishment. The Church and Sunday 
School together make the greatest busi- 
ness in the world—-greatest in purpose 
and greatest in extent—and as such 
should take stock and weigh the needs 
for years ahead. 


they 


An inventory must be taken in some 


need | 
to make for greatest accom- | 


order. It must start at the roof or 
belfry and work down, or in the base- | 
ment and work up. In some cases it 


will extend far beyond the walls of the 
Church to the pastor’s car, the mission 
centers, the parish house, and to the 
far distant mission fields. 


Not to carry on a business as efficient- 


ly as might be is considered unpardon- 
able waste. So it is in the Lord’s work. 


Unfortunately many Christian men who 
conduct their own business with utmost 
efficiency seem to lose their keenness in 
the Churches. They leave everything 
to the pastor, who is much overworked 
and whose training is often in other 
channels. If this little article causes a 
few business men in the Churches to 
help their ministers with suggestions 
and plans for the addition of a bell or 
chimes; of a piano in the Sunday School 
room or an organ in the Church; of a 
bulletin board or suitable furniture; of 
a steropticon or Bible pictures, and 
many other such items, our effort will 
have been worth while. 

Often advice is needed im securing 
such equipment, and this can well be 
secured by writing to the advertisers of 
this publication or to Chureh Equip- 
ment Service, “Reformed Church Mes- 
senger,’’ Schaff Building, 15th and Race 
Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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In more than three thousand Churchs.. 
The highest grade instrument. Every organ 
designed and built for the Church and 
service in which it is to be used, and fully 
guaranteed. Booklet and specifications on 
request. 
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20,000 Winters’ DeLuxe Church 
Bulletins in use. Build attendance, 
and increase collections. Economical 
—effective. Send for free catalogue 
ores many styles and sizes. 

Winters Specialty Co. 
441 Pershing Ave., Davenport, lowa 


As a MEMORIAL or GIFT added to your church organ 


“Liberty Graduated 
Cathedral Chimes” 


STYLE O 
“Liberty Harp No. 149” _ 
Express forever in beautiful tones at 
the thoughtfulness of the donor 
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<—— a landmark. 
43. C. DEAGAN, Inc. 
108 Deagan Building, Chicago 


Dept. 66 Cincinnati, 


STANDARD SETS $ 4375 AND UP 


of the American Revolution. But it was in 
her home in which her splendid qualities 
were best seen and her positive force of 
character most strongly felt. Her home 
was indeed a delightful place, where she 
welcomed her many friends. 

Mrs. Kay is survived by her husband, 
three daughters and a son: Janet, physical 
instructor in the High School at Home- 
stead; Alice, domestic teacher in the school 
at Camden, N. J.; Helen, Primary instruc- 
tor in the Wayne Publie Schools; and 
Robert H., a member of the reportorial 
staff of the ‘‘Johnstown Democrat.’’ She 
is also survived by one sister. 

The funeral services, in charge of her 
pastor, Rev. J. Edwin Scheetz, assisted by 
Rev, A. R. Turner, of the local Methodist 
Church. were very largely attended, one 
evidence of the esteem in which Mrs. Kay 


was held. While she has passed from 
among us, her spirit and her influence 
abide. The members of Trinity Church 


join the family in their sorrow, but we sor- 
row not as others who have no hope. Our 
great loss is her gain, for to be in the 
larger life with Christ is ‘‘far better.’’ 
—J. E. 8. 


HARRY S. ISENBERG 


Harry Shaffer Isenberg entered into rest 
Nov. 10, 1928, at the age of 66 years, 3 
months and 9 days. He was a devoted 
and faithful member of St. John’s Chureh, 
Hollidaysburg, Pa., and had served as a 
deacon for a number of years. He was a 
member on whom his pastor could always 
count for any service he was able to render, 
and for whom he could always look in the 
services of the sanctuary. He was an. 
eager reader of ‘‘The Messenger’? for 
many years. On Dec. 27, 1883, he was 
united in marriage to Miss Alice Tennis, 
who died in 1899. On April 19, 1908, he 
married Miss Amy Landis. The ceremony 
was performed by Rev. Howard Obold in 
the old Keller Chureh. This was the first 
and only wedding ceremony ever perform- 
ed in that historie edifice. 

He is survived by his wife; one brother, 
Howard, of Lakemont, Pa., and one sister, 
Mrs. John Keller, of Williamsburg, Pa. 
Funeral services were conducted in the 
home at Lakemont on Nov. 13 by his pas- 
tor, Rev. F. D. Eyster. Interment was 
made in Greenwood Cemetery, Altoona, 

—H. 
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